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Instructions 
This is an order of worship for Good Friday - the day on which Jesus died. It is a 
service of increasing darkness or Tenebrae. 
  
You will need: 
• A device to access and play the service. 
• Listening ears. 
• An open and perceptive heart. 

  
You may wish to include: 
• Comfortable walking shoes if you are walking. 
• A comfortable chair if you are in your family room. 
• A series of candles or a flashlight to be lit and then extinguished. 
• A pen to write your observations and thoughts. 
• A smartphone or camera by which you can capture images. 

  
Context 
Howard Thurman, a noted theologian, minister and professor, tells a story in his 
book, Deep River, about a group of African American students who visited Mahatma 
Gandhi in India. These students and Dr. Thurman were from Howard University on a 
travel study, some were in the Howard University Choir. Gandhi asked the visitors to 
sing one song in his presence; “Were You There.” This request intrigued Dr. 
Thurman as he contemplated its significance for Gandhi who stated that 
“identification in suffering makes the cross universal and that the mystery of the 
cross is found deep within the heart of the experience itself.”  
  
So, we sing the familiar and ever-new song… 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
O’ Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
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Old Testament Professor, Dennis Bratcher, observes, "throughout Scripture, in both 
Old and New Testaments, God's people are called to remember. But they are not 
called to remember events for the sake of the event. They are called to remember 
because those events are part of who they are, and what they will become. It is in 
this mode of remembering, of re-presenting the events of the past as part of a living 
story that has not yet ended, a story in which we still participate, that the events 
become more than dates and places. They become markers of a journey as those 
who were no people become a people (Ex 6:7, 1 Peter 2:10), as those who grope 
awkwardly in the darkness come into the light of God's presence (Isa 9:2, John 8:12), 
as those who were far off draw ever nearer to God and God's grace… 
  
In remembering the events of Good Friday even by walking the Stations of the Cross 
we are not just reenacting a 2,000-year-old event. We are making our own journey, 
and in the process confessing our own dependence upon God."  
  
This beloved community, human and natural, is dependent upon God and upon one 
another. So, tonight we commit ourselves to receiving God's care and extending that 
care to all who need it for the sake of life.    
  
Let us pray… 
O Lord Jesus,  we will journey with You, to those high places of pain. For, there is 
much in our own lives and in our communities, that cries out for redemption. In 
solidarity with all who suffer, we pray that we will be open to whatever you want us 
to see, hear and understand. Amen. 
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Station 1: Jesus is Condemned by the Religious Officials and Judged by 
the Government  
  
Let us listen for the word of God: 
The chief priests with the elders and the scribes, that is, the whole Sanhedrin, held a 
council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pontius Pilate. 
Pilate questioned him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" He said to him in reply, "You 
say so." The chief priests accused him of many things. Again Pilate questioned him, 
"Have you no answer? See how many things they accuse you of." Jesus gave him no 
further answer, so that Pilate was amazed.... Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, 
released Barabbas and handed Jesus over to be crucified. - Mark 15: 1-5, 15  
  
 Jesus is condemned unjustly by those who did not understand him and by those 
who were frightened of what he did and said. Perhaps they sensed that this man 
could make a difference, that he could turn their world upside down. We continue 
to condemn people unjustly today. People are condemned because of the color of 
their skin, their gender, their beliefs, because they are born with a disability, 
because they don’t conform to our way of thinking, the list is endless. There are also 
the people who have been justly condemned, who have been found guilty, served 
their sentence and asked for forgiveness. Does our society really forgive; really 
believe that people can change or do we continue to condemn them over and over 
again?  
  
On our walk we stop in front of the North Canton City Hall, a symbol of our own 
government systems - local, state, country and world. We pause and give thanks for 
public servants and all the ways that they serve the common good. Our prayer is for 
God to give them and us the wisdom needed for justice that leads to restoration. 
  
Let us pray: 
Lord, give us the grace to see, respect and love you in all people, both innocent and 
guilty. Change our hearts that we may see with new eyes those we might otherwise 
condemn. Amen. 
  
So, we sing the familiar and ever-new song: 
Were you there when Jesus was condemned? 
Were you there when Jesus was condemned? 
O’, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when Jesus was condemned? 
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Station 2: Jesus Bears the Cross 
  
Let us listen for the word of God: 
Then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and 
carrying the cross himself he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull, in 
Hebrew, Golgotha. - John 19:15-17  
  
Jesus was led away carrying the cross by himself. A cross is not just a piece of wood, 
it is everything that makes life difficult. There are burdens that we all carry, some 
are very obvious and others we take great care to hide. There are the burdens of 
illness, pain and disability, of old age, dependence, and caring for someone who no 
longer knows who we are. There are the burdens of constant fear, of loneliness and 
of isolation. The invitation of Jesus on the cross is to hand over these burdens to 
him. 
  
On our walk we now stop in front of one of the many businesses that have needed 
to close during this pandemic. We pause to give thanks for those in our community 
who provide for our daily needs. We are mindful of the struggle these neighbors are 
facing.  
  
Let us pray: 
May we see your presence Lord, in all the burdens we carry today. Help us to share 
our burdens more freely, not to be afraid to acknowledge our fears and our pain. 
May we be more aware of the crosses that others bear and make time to alleviate 
their burden. Amen. 
  
So, we sing the familiar and ever-new song: 
Were you there when they laid the cross on him? 
Were you there when they laid the cross on him? 
O, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble 
Were you there when they laid the cross on him?  
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Station 3: Jesus is Helped to Carry the Cross  
  
Let us listen for the word of God: 
They pressed into service a passer-by, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 
country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. -  Mark 15: 21  
  
In this moment of need Simon of Cyrene lent his shoulder to Jesus whose strength 
had given out. Jesus who lies hidden and unknown beneath every person in need. 
Across our world we see human suffering in the faces of strangers. People we know 
of, but do not know, must live with the aftermath of the ravages and destructive 
forces of nature – coping with the devastating effects of climate change.   
  
On our walk we notice a home damaged by this week's storm. We pause to consider 
the loss of all those who are faced with additional unexpected challenges. We give 
thanks for those workers whose services continue to help others even at the risk of 
their own health.  
  
Let us pray: 
Lord, help us to grasp our opportunities to be a "Simon" in our world. In those times 
when we can help, let us have the generosity to do so. Lord, may we have the 
humility to accept all the "Simons" along our road who reach out to help us in our 
moments of need. Amen. 
  
So, we sing the familiar and ever-new song: 
Were you there when Simon helped the Lord? 
Were you there when Simon helped the Lord? 
O, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble 
Were you there when Simon helped the Lord?  
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Station 4: Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem 
  
Let us listen for the word of God: 
A large crowd of people followed Jesus, including many women who mourned and 
lamented him. Jesus turned to them and said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep 
for me; weep instead for yourselves and for your children…  -  Luke 23: 27-29  
  
Jesus stops to speak to the women of Jerusalem. The status of women around the 
world is critical to the wellbeing of their families and communities.  Jesus spoke to 
them and said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem do not weep for me. Weep for yourselves 
and for your children…:" Weep for the children who are abused. Weep for the 
women who are victimized. Weep for men and women who suffer from the tyranny 
of today’s body image that controls their lives and prevents them from feeling 
lovable. Weep for the young who cannot find a job or a way in life. Weep for those 
who are forgotten. Weep for people who starve in the shadow of abundance. Weep 
for people who are homeless, in exile or seeking refuge. 
  
Where do you see signs of Christ-like work of women in our community? Where are 
you aware of the unique suffering of women in our community?  
  
On our walk we pause in view of the Highway 77 overpass. We give thanks for the 
United Methodist Women (UMW) who have raised our consciousness to the evil of 
human trafficking.  
  
Let us pray: 
Lord, open our hearts to the suffering of all people in our world. Give us the 
generosity of spirit to help us recognize their pain, the courage to challenge the 
systems that place intolerable burdens on them and the compassion to support 
them. Amen.  
  
So, we sing the familiar and ever-new song: 
Were you there when the women wept for him? 
Were you there when the women wept for him? 
O, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble 
Were you there when the women wept for him? 
 
 
 



A Journey with Jesus 
Good Friday 2020 

 

7 

Station 5: Jesus Is Stripped of His Clothes  
  
Let us listen for the word of God: 
They stripped off Jesus' clothes and put a scarlet robe on him. They made a crown 
out of thorn branches and placed it on his head, and they put a stick in his right 
hand. The soldiers knelt down and pretended to worship him. They made fun of him 
and shouted, “Hey, you king of the Jews!” Then they spit on him. They took the stick 
from him and beat him on the head with it. - Matthew 27:28-30 

  
Jesus, was stripped of his dignity in front of an irreverent mob. Here, on the 
threshold of death, as always, he is a being-for-others. Jesus continues to be 
stripped of his dignity in those who have their good name taken from them. Society 
takes on the role of judge and jury as we curiously devour the details of other's lives. 
  
Where do you see symbols of loss of dignity? Where do you see signs of advocacy 
for 'the least of these?' 
  
On our walk we notice a box for the collection of clothing. We try to imagine the 
people who will receive these clothes and their circumstances. We give thanks for 
those who organize systems which contribute to the dignity of all persons.  
  
Let us pray: 
Forgive us Lord for being an irreverent mob prying into people’s lives. Forgive us for 
being consumers of gossip under the name of ‘news’. May we respect the sacred 
worth and dignity of others. Amen. 
  
So, we sing the familiar and ever-new song: 
Were you there when they stripped him of his clothes? 
Were you there when they stripped him of his clothes? 
O, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble 
Were you there when they stripped him of his clothes? 
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Station 6: Jesus is Crucified  
  
Let us listen for the word of God: 
When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him… - Luke 23:33  
  
The hand that has wiped blindness from the eyes; the hand that opened the seal of 
deafness, the hand that touched a heart and cured a leper, the hand that has 
reached out to the outcast, the hand that has restored community, the hand that 
has called all people to their created purpose, the hand that blessed children; the 
carpenter’s hand is joined to the wood again. Jesus continues to be crucified in the 
ten children who die every minute of hunger in our world. He is crucified in all who 
are maimed, damaged and displaced because of war. Jesus is crucified in all who are 
marginalized in our society because of their religion, economic status, education, 
race, geography, sexuality or gender. Jesus is crucified in those who are abused. He 
is crucified in the exploitation of the earth and its resources. 
  
Where do you see signs of the marginalization of people? Where do you see signs of 
welcome and inclusion? 
  
On our walk we admire a billboard which invites us to know our neighbors with 
developmental disabilities. We give thanks for organizations like the Stark County 
Board of Developmental Disabilities, which invite us to celebrate the value of all 
people.   
  
Let us pray: 
Jesus, we pray for all victims of the death of exclusion; those who suffer it and those 
who inflict it. May those who suffer cruelty and oppression know that you are always 
with them. Amen.  
  
So, we sing the familiar and ever-new song: 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
O, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
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Station 7: Jesus' Mother and the Beloved Disciple  
  
Let us listen for the word of God:  
Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother Mary, and his mother's sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. When Jesus saw his mother and the 
Beloved Disciple, he said to his mother, "Woman, behold, your son." Then he said to 
the disciple, "Behold, your mother." And from that hour the disciple took her into 
his home. - John 19: 25-27  
  
Jesus meets his Mother, the one whom the Church through the centuries has called 
the Theotokos, or “God-bearer." What Jesus saw in his mother’s eyes must have 
hurt him more than the raw pain of his wounds.   We see Mary’s pain in the mothers 
and fathers who watch their children giving up their life to drugs, addictions and 
suicide. We observe Mary's pain in the women and men who suffer violence in their 
homes. We see Mary’s pain in the child coping with the breakdown of a parent’s 
marriage, in the couple trying desperately to rebuild their relationship and family 
anew.  
  
Where do you see signs of family brokenness? Where do you see signs of the love 
found within a family? 
  
On our walk we come to a playground closed for the purpose of social distancing. 
We are mindful of families facing mounting tensions during this 'shelter at home' 
order. We give thanks for families who have - and will again - gather here for fun 
and play.   
  
Let us pray: 
Jesus, we remember the gaze that rested between you and your mother. In that 
moment of pain there was also a moment of deep and enduring love. Jesus, give us 
the courage to bring that love into the deepest recesses of our homes, to those 
places of fracture and disharmony in our circle of relationships. Amen. 
  
So, we sing the familiar and ever-new song: 
Were you there when Mary met her son? 
Were you there when Mary met her son? 
O, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble 
Were you there when Mary met her son? 
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Station 8: Jesus Dies On the Cross  
  
Let us listen for the word of God: 
Jesus said, “Father, forgive these people! They don’t know what they’re doing.” 
While the crowd stood there watching Jesus, the soldiers gambled for his clothes. 
The leaders insulted him by saying, “He saved others. Now he should save himself, if 
he really is God’s chosen Messiah!” - Luke 25:34-35 
  
As the life of Jesus ebbs away his words are not of condemnation or of pity for 
himself, but of forgiveness; ‘Father forgive them, for they know not what they do’. 
This is the real challenge of the cross, forgiveness even of those who hurt us most.  
There is much to seek forgiveness for in our world today, hunger, poverty, violence, 
abuse, war, neglect, corruption, the list seems endless. As Jesus dies on Calvary, he 
challenges us to love our enemies, to let go of hurt, to ask for forgiveness and when 
we cannot find it in our hearts to forgive, to ask God to do it for us.  
  
From whom do you need to receive forgiveness? To whom are you called to extend 
forgiveness? 
  
On our walk we notice the word GRACE on a business sign. We are reminded of how 
much we are in need of God's grace and forgiveness that enables us to extend grace 
and forgiveness to others.  
  
Let us pray: 
Lord, forgive us when we keep others and ourselves in bonds because we are not 
able, by our own power, to forgive. Lord, to the extent that we are able to forgive, let 
our love and forgiveness speak your praise. Lord, set us free! Amen. 
  
So, we sing the familiar and ever-new song: 
Were you there when he forgave us all? 
Were you there when he forgave us all? 
O, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble 
Were you there when he forgave us all? 
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Station 9: Jesus is Placed in the Tomb 
  
Let us listen for the word of God: 
 A man named Joseph from Arimathea was brave enough to ask Pilate for the body 
of Jesus. Joseph was a highly respected member of the Jewish council, and he was 
also waiting for God’s kingdom to come. Pilate was surprised to hear that Jesus was 
already dead, and he called in the army officer to find out if Jesus had been dead 
very long. After the officer told him, Pilate let Joseph have Jesus' body. Joseph 
bought a linen cloth and took the body down from the cross. He had it wrapped in 
the cloth, and he put it in a tomb that had been cut into solid rock. Then he rolled a 
big stone against the entrance to the tomb.  - Mark 15:43-46 
  
At the end of the story of Good Friday, nothing but death remains. Humanity has 
brought God’s Son to the tomb, sealing him behind an immovable stone. All those 
who had loved Jesus felt emptied and exhausted. There seemed no longer any sense 
or purpose in anything. But at least no more harm could come to Jesus. They closed 
the tomb and left. There are times when we are acutely aware of our limitations and 
are overcome by the darkness of the tomb, by the losses we experience each day  - 
all our grieving and despair lies in this place.  
  
How are you reminded of your limitation, even your mortality? How do experience 
life more as a gift in light of the awareness of your death?   
  
At the end of our walk we come to a cemetery. We think about Jesus dying and his 
solidarity with all humanity. We give thanks for his presence with us on this journey 
of life and death.  
  
Let us pray: 
Lord, we long for you to bring newness out of endings.  But today there is nothing 
more to see.  Jesus is dead. Lord, help us. Amen. 
  
So, we sing the familiar and ever-new song: 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
O, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 
You are invited into a time of silent meditation 
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We are grateful to following authors from whom we drew inspiration for this meditation. CSC 
• Rev. Kristin Stoneking of  Epworth UMC, Berkeley, CA 
• Therese Wilson Favors and Danise Jones Dorsey of the Church of St. Cecilia in Baltimore, MD 
• The Episcopal Church’s Book of Occasional Services 
• Sr. Anne Holton RSM, Kildare and Leighlin Diocese, Ireland 
• Rev. Marilynn Knott, First UMC of Mechanicsburg, PA   
• Rev. Denis Bratcher, Church of the Nazarene 
• Piero Mariani- Master of the Liturgical Celebrations of the Supreme Pontiff 

 


