
Worship Engagement and Reflection for week of April 12, 2020 
 

During the season of Lent, we journey with Jesus through The Last Week… 
 

Easter, Resurrection Sunday 
Read Mark 16:1-8, Jeremiah 31:1-6 
 

For 40 days and 6 Sundays we have journeyed thru the season of Lent, reflecting on 
the events of Jesus’ Last Week. And now it is finally Easter Sunday. Although this 
year’s Easter celebration will be very different from what we are accustomed to, we 
will still sing and shout our Alleluia’s in celebration of Christ’s Resurrection from 
death. While all four Gospel’s, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, include variations of 
the story of the empty tomb, none describe the actual Resurrection. Jesus’ 
Resurrection is part of the mystery of our faith. The writer of Hebrews describes faith 
as, “the reality of what we hope for, the proof of what we don’t see.” (Hebrews 11:1, 
CEB) Christ’s Resurrection illuminates for us, in unbelievable ways, the wonder and 
power of God’s amazing love and grace. The witness of the women and men who 
first experienced the presence of the risen Christ made a way for us to embrace this 
wonder for ourselves. Christ’s Resurrection defies our human understanding and 

invites us to embrace Jesus’ words, “It is impossible for human beings. But all things are possible for God.” 
(Matthew 19:26, CEB). We are called to believe, despite our unbelief. As God’s beloved children, we are Easter 
people, Resurrection people who each experience the presence of the risen Christ in our own lives. 
Resurrection that happens in both big and small ways, touching our hearts and changing our lives. We are 
called to bear witness to the wonder and power of God’s amazing, even death defying, love and grace in a 
hurting world that is hungry for hope, new life and resurrection.  
 

Questions for Reflection: 

• Where do you see signs of hope, new life and resurrection? 

• How have you experienced the power and wonder of God in Christ Jesus? 

• How will you celebrate and share the Good News of Christ risen during this season of Easter? 
 
Resurrection and Coronavirus Reflection by Bob Snyder 
     As I have been pondering my daily devotions this week, I couldn’t help but notice the many parallels 
between the Easter story and the story we are writing today as we deal with the coronavirus scare. I felt 
compelled to share some of my thoughts. 
     Right after the crucifixion of Jesus, his disciples and many of his friends and followers were living their own 
version of “shelter in place”. Their lives had been turned upside down and fear and confusion drove them into 
isolation. They didn’t know what was going to happen to them. Would they be arrested? Persecuted? 
Tortured? Put to death? Would they see the day when they could interact with friends and family again? 
Would they ever be able to return to the lives they once knew, free from fear and anxiety? 
     I see many of the same fears in people today. Many of us are fearful of what the future holds. We are 
missing our family and loved ones as we isolate ourselves in hopes of minimizing the spread of coronavirus. 
People are concerned about their jobs, ability to pay bills, provide food, retain living quarters, etc. There are 
concerns that we or our loved ones could contract the virus. We wonder if our lives will ever be normal again. 
Fear and uncertainty run rampant. 
     The resurrection of Jesus broke the chains of fear, loneliness, and anxiety of those who loved him, along 
with conquering death. His resurrection provided them the opportunity to live the lives they knew previously 
and gave them the confidence to resume living. I trust that according to God’s timing, we too will see the 
coronavirus chains of fear, loneliness, and anxiety cast aside. We will experience a new resurrection that will 
give us life renewed, full of hope, promise, and abundance. 

 



Spiritual Practice: Celebration 
 

We are all probably familiar with celebrations for birthdays and holidays 
and other special occasions. Gathering with friends and family in honor 
of a special event are important moments in our lives. The spiritual 
practice of celebration invites us to celebrate in light of God’s love, 
provision and blessings. When we practice the discipline of celebration, 
we intentionally recognize that our world, the beauty around us, the 
food we eat, our relationships, and all our blessings come from God. In 
his book The Spirit of the Disciplines, Dallas Willard wrote: “We engage in 
celebration when we enjoy ourselves, our life, our world, in conjunction 
with our faith and confidence in God’s greatness, beauty and 
goodness.” Celebration is about finding joy in living our lives in 

relationship with God. Celebration is about showing appreciation and respect for God. The spiritual practice of 
celebration is not a feeling, but a choice we make. Even in challenging times, the spiritual practice of celebration 
helps us to remember that God is with us in and through all things, helping us to find peace in the presence of God. 
Celebration as a spiritual practice reminds us that God in Christ Jesus makes all things new. The Bible is full of 
examples of celebration and remembering what God has done! 
 

As we enter this season of Easter, begin to make the practice of celebration a part of your spiritual life.  Easter is 
not just one day, but rather a 50-day period beginning on the eve of Easter Sunday and ending on Pentecost, the 
day we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the church. In fact, every Sunday, or whatever day 
we gather for worship is a celebration of Christ’s Resurrection. We are Easter people; beloved children of God! 
The season of Easter is an opportunity for us to explore, discover and celebrate what Christ is risen means for us 
today. So, celebrate! Give thanks to God! Sing, dance, and jump for joy! Sing and shout Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Read a Psalm, then pray it and then try singing it. Make an effort to remember God’s goodness, even when you are 
having a bad day. Sit in a quiet space and listen for the sounds of nature echoing their celebration to God. 
Celebrate alone or with family and friends, in silence or out loud. Celebrate the goodness of God in all you do! 
 

“This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD…” 
(Exodus 12:14) 

“Rejoice always. Pray continually. Give thanks in every situation because this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 CEB) 

 
Share your thoughts about the spiritual practice of celebration or responses to this week’s Easter Reflection questions 
by emailing or texting Kathy Schmucker (kschmucker@faithumchurch.org, 330-224-6138) or Pastor Steve 
(sstultzcostello@faithumchurch.org, 330-224-7337). You are also welcome to share on social media @faithnorthcanton.   
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