
Sunday School Home Activities - Week of July 12, 2020 
Check out some of the activities you and your families can do at home this week! 
 

Watch this week’s Deep Blue Sunday School Video: Click the link below to 

watch the Deep Blue Connects Summer 2020 videos. This week is Summer Episode 6 (E6: Communities are Faithful). 
https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/series/unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/35799-deep-blue-connects-adventure-summer-2020 

 

Try this Family Devotion with your family! 
Read: Communities Remember (Joshua 3:1-17; 4:1-24) 
Bible Story Focus: It is good to remember and share stories. 
Wonder Together: What’s your favorite memory with your friends? 
Memory Verse: “The LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) 
Pray Together: Dear God, here we are. We are ready to serve you. Help us to look for ways to 
share your love. Help us pay attention to the needs of others. Help us do your work in your 
world. Amen. 

 

Ages 5–Grade 2  
Hear and See the Bible Story 
SAY: Today our Bible story is about Joshua leading the Israelites across the Jordan River. 
• Tell the children the story, “Crossing the Jordan” (Joshua 3:1-17; 4:1-24). Refer to the Background for this Week’s Bible 
Story at the end of the Sunday School activities.   
ASK: What is your favorite memory with friends? 
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Summer Session 6 on amplifymedia.com. 
• Act out the story. Take turns playing different roles. 
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for always being with us. Amen. 
 

Stacking Relay - Game 
Create a “Start” line and a “Finish” line out of masking tape on the floor about 6-10 feet 
apart, depending on your available space. 
• Divide everyone into teams, and give each team 12 blocks or stones. 
• Have the first person on each team pick up a block and race (walking) from the start line to 
the finish line. Then have them place their blocks on the ground and race (walking) back to 
tag one of their teammates. 
• Have the tagged team member pick up a block and race (walking) from the start line to the finish line. Then have them 
stack their block on top of the block already there. 
• Continue until a team wins by having all twelve blocks stacked at the finish line. 
OPTION: Add a fun challenge by having the children create a structure with their blocks that must remain standing. A 
team whose structure collapses must start over from the beginning. 
 

Cornerstone Search 
SAY: Joshua and the Israelites made monuments out of stones to help them and their children remember what God did 
for them at the Jordan River. Our church building is like a reminder to us of God’s presence with us too. Some buildings 
have a special stone called a cornerstone that is a reminder about when the building was built and who built it. Does our 
church have a cornerstone? Have you ever seen the cornerstone of a building? 
• Give each person a piece of paper and an unwrapped crayon. 
• Take a walk (practice safe physical distancing and wear a mask) to visit our church’s cornerstone. 
• Invite everyone to take turns placing their papers over the cornerstone and using the unwrapped crayon create a 
rubbing of the inscription. 
OPTION: Look up pictures of cornerstones online or in a book 

Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Early Elementary Session 6 
 

 Grades 3-5 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
SAY: Today we are exploring a Bible story about remembering. 
• Read the Bible story together (Joshua 3:1-17; 4:1-24). 
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Summer Session 6 on amplifymedia.com. 

https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/series/unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/35799-deep-blue-connects-adventure-summer-2020


SAY: Today, we learned about a time when Joshua did something to help his community remember a story about their faith.  

ASK: What is your favorite memory with friends? 
SAY: One of the things people in community do to show love for one another is pray. Take turns praying for each other.  
PRAY: Dear God, help each of us remember the stories of our faith wherever we may go. Amen. 
 

Monument Building  
Gather a variety of rocks that are small enough to be held by hand.  
SAY: Joshua set up twelve stones from the Jordan River at Gilgal to make a monument so that future 
generations would remember the river crossing. Let’s make our own monuments to help us 
remember God’s presence in our lives.  

• Divide into teams.  
• Give each team twelve stones. Let the teams arrange the stones in any way they choose.  
• After they have finished arranging the stones, let the teams do a “show and tell” time, and 

explain why they chose to arrange their stones the way that they did.  
 

Bible Story Memory Game 
SAY: Let’s play a game to remind us why it’s important to remember.  

• Have everyone form a circle. Moving in a clockwise direction, have the first person say something that he or she remembers 

about the Bible story. Have the next person in the circle say what the first person said, plus add something else that he or she 

remembers about the story.  

• Continue around the circle, having each person repeat what the people before him or her said about the story and add 

something else to it. Keep going until everyone has had a chance to add something remembered from the story.  

• You can play this game collaboratively or competitively. For collaborative play, if anyone begins to forget things said earlier, 

let the others help out. If someone becomes stumped and cannot come up with anything that hasn’t been said about the 

story already, you can help him or her out.  

• If you play competitively, anyone who forgets a previous thing that has been said or who cannot think of a new thing to say 

about the story is “out” of the circle. Continue until there is a winner.   
Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Older Elementary Session 6 

 

Nursery, Toddlers and Preschool 
Hear the Bible Story Matthew 6:9-15 
• SAY: Jesus’ friends followed Jesus up a mountain. While they were together, Jesus taught them 
about how to live well and how to worship God. Jesus also taught them about prayer.  
• SAY: Jesus said, “When you pray to God, you don’t need special words. God knows what you 
need. You can pray like this: 
“Dear God, Help us do what you want us to do. Give us the food we need today.  Forgive us when we 
make mistakes. Help us forgive others when they make mistakes.  
Keep us from doing bad things. Amen.” 

SAY: We say a special prayer called the Lord’s Prayer together as a church. Can you show me your praying hands and 
say it with me? 
SAY: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Bubble Prayers - Gather bubble solution and bubble wands. 
SAY: When we breathe, we are connected to God. We can pray through our breath. We can blow 
bubbles to help us pray. 
• Invite the children to blow bubble prayers with you.  

Prayer Rocks  
Gather large river rocks (one per person) and stickers (especially crosses and hearts) and paint or markers. 
• Give each person a rock and invite everyone to decorate a rock by using stickers, paint or markers.  
SAY: We can pray to God in so many ways, and God always listens. We can pray to God anywhere and at any time! 
SAY: We can talk to God by folding our hands and closing our eyes, by saying out loud what we want God to hear, by 
thinking about breathing in God’s love, by moving our bodies, or by reading Bible stories.  
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for always listening to our prayers. Amen.                Adapted from Deep Blue Nursery, Summer 2020 Session 6   



Background for this Week’s Elementary Ages Bible Story: 
   “Blessings on the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” the people cried out as Jesus made his triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem on the day that we celebrate as Palm Sunday (Luke 19:38). When the Pharisees asked Jesus to tell the people to stop, 
Jesus responded, “I tell you, if they were silent, the stones would shout” (Luke 19:40). God’s glory is so magnificent that it must be 
proclaimed! In today’s Bible story from the Old Testament, the stones do tell of the wonderful works of God. 
   God chose Joshua to lead the Israelites following Moses’ death. After forty years in the wilderness, it was finally time for the 
Israelites to move into the land God had promised to give them! The Israelites packed up their tents and got ready to follow the 
Lord’s chest, the ark of the covenant, into the land, but the Jordan River was between the Israelites and their new home. The 
situation seemed impossible, but Joshua reminded the people to trust God. When the priests carrying the ark stepped into the 
Jordan River, the water stopped flowing and the people were able to cross the river on dry land. Sound familiar? Forty years earlier, 
God had parted the Reed Sea to let the Israelites escape Pharaoh’s army as they left Egypt. Remember that other than Joshua and 
Caleb, none of the Israelites currently on the move had been alive when the Israelites left Egypt. They had heard the stories of God’s 
mighty act of parting the waters. Now, they were witnessing God’s power for themselves! 
   Once through the river, God instructed Joshua to have the Israelites build a monument out of stones. The stones used in the 
monument came from the bottom of the Jordan River. Joshua told the Israelites that in the future when their children asked about 
the stones, they were to tell them the story. We still tell our children the stories of God today. 

Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Early Elementary Session 6 
 

Family Activities for All Ages: 
• Resources for Talking about Race and Racism with Children:  
o The info graphic was created by Children Community School. Click this 

link to learn more: http://www.childrenscommunityschool.org/social-justice-resources/  

o Christine Hides, UMC Deacon and Christian Educator, shares several 
helpful resources on her blog, Bless Each One. 
https://christinevhides.com/2020/06/01/talking-about-race-and-racism-with-
children/?fbclid=IwAR37sfeW5cd7ts5kvgRR4S71CY93TV_JUZOy3vTwRBsF5o0H2Z4zPU9a_uA 

o Deep Blue Life: Faith and Culture is designed to teach children about 
empathy, culture, race, and prejudice. This resource includes three 
sessions titled “Prejudice and Stereotypes,” “Curiosity and Empathy,” 
and “Colors and Cultures.” Cokesbury is making this resource available 
for free at this link: https://www.cokesburykids.com/free-resources/church-at-home/deep-blue-

life-faith-and-culture 
o Wendy Claire Barrie, author of Faith at Home shares this resource - https://wendyclairebarrie.com/2017/08/23/talking-with-our-children-

about-race/?fbclid=IwAR3bOPPHDDAQ1Bm7Xl5BVbB5UjBKHm0GofNf337dsbZQ314cPMxaaW5Kpqc 

o Parent Toolkit shares this article previously published June 2019. https://www.parenttoolkit.com/social-and-emotional-development/advice/social-

awareness/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-race-and-racism?fbclid=IwAR1NotKm_YggylkLUG5hkJgOYPTe3-l8xa4gUSKtEbqA1t4hYM6PpDRJmYM 
o Sesame Street Racism Town Hall - https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/06/app-news-section/cnn-sesame-street-race-town-hall-app-june-6-2020-app/index.html 
 

• Rocky Railway VBS Online videos will be available for viewing until July 30. Check out the VBS videos on Faith United’s 

website. Email kschmucker@faithumchurch.org for more information! 
 

• Look for God Sightings, looking for our good God in the world! Share the God Sightings you find with us. 
https://www.myfaithunited.org/god-sightings-looking-for-hope-during-the-pandemic/ 
 

• Pray the LORD’S PRAYER each day at noon. Create a video of your family praying the Lord’s Prayer that we could 
share as encouragement for others. Let me know if you are interested! 

 

• Cards of Love and Encouragement – Make cards with messages of love and encouragement and send them to 5 
people this week. 

 

• Walk through your neighborhood (practice safe physical distance) and pray for families, businesses and your 
community. Who needs help? What can you do to make a difference? 
 

• Use, individually or as a family, the worship and devotional resources you will receive connected with Sunday’s Worship 
by Wire and Wednesday Night Faith Connections and Sunday School. Share with others! Visit our website for updated 
resources: https://www.myfaithunited.org/worship-by-wire/ 
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