
Sunday School Home Activities - Week of July 19, 2020 
Check out some of the activities you and your families can do at home this week! 
 

Watch this week’s Deep Blue Sunday School Video: Click the link below to 

watch the Deep Blue Connects Summer 2020 videos. This week is Summer Episode 7 (E7: Communities Remember). 
https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/series/unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/35799-deep-blue-connects-adventure-summer-2020 

 

Try this Family Devotion with your family! 
Read: Communities Transition (1 Samuel 7:15-8:22; 10:17-24) 
Bible Story Focus: God’s people grew and changed when God chose Saul to be king. 
Wonder Together: What’s your favorite memory with your friends? 
Memory Verse: “The LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) 
Pray Together: Dear God, here we are. We are ready to serve you. Help us to look for 
ways to share your love. Help us pay attention to the needs of others. Help us do your 
work in your world. Amen. 
 

Ages 5–Grade 2  
Hear and See the Bible Story 

SAY: Today our Bible story is about when the Israelites asked for their first king. 
• Tell the children the story, “Samuel Anoints Saul” (1 Samuel 7:15—8:22; 10:17-24). Refer to the Background for this 
Week’s Bible Story at the end of the Sunday School activities.   
ASK: What does God ask you to do? 
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Summer Session 7 on amplifymedia.com. 
• Act out the story. Take turns playing different roles. 
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for always being with us. Amen. 
 

I Am King Game 
• Direct everyone to sit in a circle, with a chair placed in the middle.  
• Choose one person to be IT (king). The king will sit in the chair. 
• The king then will say a statement or fact about themselves such as, “My 

favorite color is blue.” After the king has said their statement, he or she will 
stand up and exit the circle. If someone in the circle also feels their favorite 
color is blue, they must try to get to the chair. The first person to reach the 
chair becomes king. The old king will take the seat of the new king. The new 
king then will say a new statement about themselves. The game continues 
in this way.  

Kings and Queens  
Gather picture books about kings and queens or google information about kings and queens with adult help. Include both 
real and imaginary kings and queens. For suggestions: see www.pinterest.com/deepbluekids/childrens-books/kings-and-
queens 
SAY: Today our Bible story is about a new king. What is a king or queen? What is his or her job? 
• Explore about both real and pretend kings and queens. 
• Read and discuss the books or articles. 
Using paper and drawing materials. Invite everyone to draw pictures of kings and queens. 

 

Design a Stole 
• Watch this week’s Worship by Wire. Look for the stole Pastor Steve and Pastor Jake are wearing with their robes.  
ASK: Do you know what this is? 
SAY: A stole is a sign of being a preacher, and it is placed on their shoulders during a special service called ordination. 
Stoles come in many colors and fabrics. 
ASK: If you were to wear a stole, what would it look like?  
Use paper or fabric and art supplies to design a stole. 

Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Early Elementary Session 7 
 

 Grades 3-5 

Hear and See the Bible Story 

https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/series/unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/35799-deep-blue-connects-adventure-summer-2020


SAY: Today, we’re exploring a story about when Saul was called to be the king of the Israelites. 
• Read the Bible story together (1 Samuel 7:15-8:22; 10:17-24). 
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Summer Session 7 on amplifymedia.com. 
ASK: What does God ask you to do? 
SAY: One of the things people in community do to show love for one another is pray. Take turns praying for each other.  
PRAY: Dear God, help us answer your call in our lives and remember that you are always with us wherever we go. Amen. 
 

Change in Your Life  
Gather a large sheet of paper and markers or a markerboard and dry erase markers. 
SAY: You are getting older. A new school year will begin soon. 
ASK: What are some changes that you expect to experience in your life in the coming months? 
• Let everyone call out thoughts and discuss them.  
ASK: What are some things that you can do to prepare for the changes that are coming up in your 
life? 
• Let everyone call out ideas and discuss them.  
• Write these ideas down on a large sheet of paper, and display it for everyone to add ideas to. 

 

Elements of a Call Story - Bible Activity 
Copy the “Call Story Elements” handout for each person.  
SAY: There are many stories in the Bible about people being called by God to do things and receiving an anointing. These 
stories typically follow a certain pattern and contain certain elements. Today, we’re going to use our Bibles to see if we 
can find those elements.  
• Pass out the “Call Story Elements” handout and a Bible to each person.  
• Let everyone complete the sheet, and then discuss their answers.  
• What is God calling you to do? 

Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Older Elementary Session 7 
 

Nursery, Toddlers and Preschool 
Hear the Bible Story Matthew 6:9-15 
• SAY: Jesus’ friends followed Jesus up a mountain. While they were together, Jesus taught them 
about how to live well and how to worship God. Jesus also taught them about prayer.  
• SAY: Jesus said, “When you pray to God, you don’t need special words. God knows what you 
need. You can pray like this: 
“Dear God, Help us do what you want us to do. Give us the food we need today.  Forgive us when we 
make mistakes. Help us forgive others when they make mistakes.  
Keep us from doing bad things. Amen.” 

SAY: We say a special prayer called the Lord’s Prayer together as a church. Can you show me your praying hands and 
say it with me? 
SAY: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Pass the Ball Joys and Concerns 
Gather a soft ball that can be passed around the circle. 
• Invite everyone to sit in a circle with you. Pass the ball to the person on your right and ASK: Are you 

happy or sad today? (Wait for an answer.) What made you (emotion person said)? 
• Once the person has named a joy (happy) or concern (sad), pass the ball to the next person. 
SAY: We can pray for our friends when they are happy and when they are sad. God always listens to our prayers.  
 
SAY: We can pray to God in so many ways, and God always listens. We can pray to God anywhere and at any time! We 
can pray through coloring, moving, breathing, singing, and using things such as beads, rocks, and bubbles. 
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for always listening to our prayers. Amen.                Adapted from Deep Blue Nursery, Summer 2020 Session 7 

  



Background for this Week’s Elementary Ages Bible Story: 
   Samuel was a fair and just leader for the Israelites, but Samuel’s sons did not follow in his footsteps. When Samuel appointed his 
sons to be judges in Beer-sheba, there was trouble. Samuel’s sons were corrupt and unjust. Some of the Israelite elders, fed up with 
Samuel’s sons, went to Samuel and asked him to appoint a king for them. One of the reasons the elders gave for wanting a king was 
so that Israel “could be like other nations.” 
   Samuel was upset by the Israelites’ request, so he prayed. God assured him that the Israelites were not rejecting Samuel; instead, 
they were rejecting God. Since being delivered from bondage in Egypt, Israel was a covenant community, rooted in an understanding 
of God as divine king. God saw Israel’s demand for a king as a denial of God’s leadership. The desire of Israel to “be like other 
nations” represented a shift. Israel was moving away from being a people with a particular identity and conforming to the patterns 
of other people. Even though Israel’s request for a king was a rejection of God’s sovereignty, God tells Samuel to do as the people 
have requested and give them a king. So, Samuel chose Saul as the first king of Israel. God gave in to Israel’s desire for a king, but 
that does not mean God abandoned Israel. God was still Israel’s God. 
   Often in Israel’s history, we witness the people’s struggle to follow God and not conform to the world around them. The church 
today faces the same struggle. The church is called to be in the world—yet to follow God, not others. This was not easy for the 
Israelites, and this is not easy for us. We are called to listen for God’s voice so that we may know how to be God’s people. 

Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Early Elementary Session 7 
 

Family Activities for All Ages: 
• Resources for Talking about Race and Racism with Children:  
o The info graphic was created by Children Community School. Click this 

link to learn more: http://www.childrenscommunityschool.org/social-justice-resources/  

o Christine Hides, UMC Deacon and Christian Educator, shares several 
helpful resources on her blog, Bless Each One. 
https://christinevhides.com/2020/06/01/talking-about-race-and-racism-with-
children/?fbclid=IwAR37sfeW5cd7ts5kvgRR4S71CY93TV_JUZOy3vTwRBsF5o0H2Z4zPU9a_uA 

o Deep Blue Life: Faith and Culture is designed to teach children about 
empathy, culture, race, and prejudice. This resource includes three 
sessions titled “Prejudice and Stereotypes,” “Curiosity and Empathy,” 
and “Colors and Cultures.” Cokesbury is making this resource available 
for free at this link: https://www.cokesburykids.com/free-resources/church-at-home/deep-blue-

life-faith-and-culture 
o Wendy Claire Barrie, author of Faith at Home shares this resource - https://wendyclairebarrie.com/2017/08/23/talking-with-our-children-

about-race/?fbclid=IwAR3bOPPHDDAQ1Bm7Xl5BVbB5UjBKHm0GofNf337dsbZQ314cPMxaaW5Kpqc 

o Parent Toolkit shares this article previously published June 2019. https://www.parenttoolkit.com/social-and-emotional-development/advice/social-

awareness/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-race-and-racism?fbclid=IwAR1NotKm_YggylkLUG5hkJgOYPTe3-l8xa4gUSKtEbqA1t4hYM6PpDRJmYM 
o Sesame Street Racism Town Hall - https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/06/app-news-section/cnn-sesame-street-race-town-hall-app-june-6-2020-app/index.html 
 

• Rocky Railway VBS Online videos will be available for viewing until July 30. Check out the VBS videos on Faith United’s 

website. Email kschmucker@faithumchurch.org for more information! 
 

• Look for God Sightings, looking for our good God in the world! Share the God Sightings you find with us. 
https://www.myfaithunited.org/god-sightings-looking-for-hope-during-the-pandemic/ 
 

• Pray the LORD’S PRAYER each day at noon. Create a video of your family praying the Lord’s Prayer that we could 
share as encouragement for others. Let me know if you are interested! 

 

• Cards of Love and Encouragement – Make cards with messages of love and encouragement and send them to 5 
people this week. 

 

• Walk through your neighborhood (practice safe physical distance) and pray for families, businesses and your 
community. Who needs help? What can you do to make a difference? 

 

• Camp Read-A-Lot begins this week. Learn more here: https://www.myfaithunited.org/camp-read-a-lot/ 
 

• Use, individually or as a family, the worship and devotional resources you will receive connected with Sunday’s Worship 
by Wire and Wednesday Night Faith Connections and Sunday School. Share with others! Visit our website for updated 
resources: https://www.myfaithunited.org/worship-by-wire/ 
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