
Sunday School Home Activities - Week of July 26, 2020 
Check out some of the activities you and your families can do at home this week! 
 

Watch this week’s Deep Blue Sunday School Video: Click the link below to 

watch the Deep Blue Connects Summer 2020 videos. This week is Summer Episode 8 (E8: Communities Grow). 
https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/series/unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/35799-deep-blue-connects-adventure-summer-2020 

 

Try this Family Devotion with your family! 
Read: Communities Grow (Luke 13:18-21) 
Bible Story Focus: God’s kingdom is like a mustard seed— small things can have a big effect. 
Wonder Together: What small thing can you do? 
Memory Verse: “The LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) 
Pray Together: Dear God, here we are. We are ready to serve you. Help us to look for ways to 
share your love. Help us pay attention to the needs of others. Help us do your work in your 
world. Amen. 
 

Ages 5–Grade 2  
Hear and See the Bible Story 
SAY: Today our Bible story is about tiny things that make a big difference. We‘ll hear about how God’s kingdom grows 
and changes. 
• Tell the children the story, “The Mustard Seed and the Yeast” (Luke 13:18-21). Refer to the Background for this Week’s 
Bible Story at the end of the Sunday School activities.   
ASK: What small thing can you do that might make a difference? 
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Summer Session 8 on amplifymedia.com. 
• Act out the story. Take turns playing different roles. 
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for always being with us. Amen. 
 

Bird Feeders - Craft 
Wash their hands before activities involving food.  
• Place a bowl of O-shaped cereal on the table. Give 
each person a chenille stem. 
• Invite everyone to thread the cereal onto the 
chenille stems. 
• Bend the chenille stems into a shape and secure 
the ends so that the cereal will not fall off. 
• Hang the feeders in a tree. Remove the chenille 
stem from the tree once the cereal has been eaten. 
 

Seed to Tree Prayer - Movement 
• Stand with everyone in a circle, and lead them in 
the “Seed to Tree Prayer” by reading the 
text and guiding them in the motions shown. 
• Give each child a copy of “Seed to Tree Prayer” and 
invite him or her to color the images. 
• Encourage everyone to repeat the movement 
prayer during the week. 

 
Adapted from Deep Blue 

Connects Loving God, 
Loving God, Loving 

Neighbor, Summer 2020 
Early Elementary Session 8 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/series/unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/35799-deep-blue-connects-adventure-summer-2020


Grades 3-5 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
SAY: Today, we are learning how small things can make a big difference.  
• Read the Bible story together (Luke 13:18-21). 
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Summer Session 8 on amplifymedia.com. 
ASK: What small thing can you do that might make a difference? 
SAY: One of the things people in community do to show love for one another is pray. 
Take turns praying for each other.  
PRAY: Dear God, help each of us as we seek to help your kingdom grow. Amen. 
 

God’s Kingdom Collage Art 
Supplies: Paper, cardboard sheets or canvas and art supplies.  
SAY: In the Bible story, Jesus asked, “What does God’s kingdom look like?” 
ASK: What is God’s kingdom? What do you think God’s kingdom looks like?   
• Give each person a cardboard square or canvas. Let everyone use the art supplies to 

make a collage that represents God’s kingdom. 
• Let willing volunteers share.  

 

Grounds Cleanup - Service 
Gather gloves for each person and garbage bags. As a family, take a walk through your 
neighborhood or even just around your yard. Practice social distancing. Pick up sticks, rake leaves,  
SAY: In our video for today, the Deep Blue Kids help their community by picking up trash. Let’s do that for our 
community.  
• Pass out gloves and trash bags.  
• Stay together and make a difference by cleaning up your yard and/or neighborhood. 

Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Older Elementary Session 8 
 

Nursery, Toddlers and Preschool 
Hear the Bible Story Matthew 6:9-15 
• SAY: Jesus’ friends followed Jesus up a mountain. While they were together, Jesus taught them 
about how to live well and how to worship God. Jesus also taught them about prayer.  
• SAY: Jesus said, “When you pray to God, you don’t need special words. God knows what you 
need. You can pray like this: 
“Dear God, Help us do what you want us to do. Give us the food we need today.  Forgive us when we 
make mistakes. Help us forgive others when they make mistakes.  
Keep us from doing bad things. Amen.” 

SAY: We say a special prayer called the Lord’s Prayer together as a church. Can you show me your praying hands and 
say it with me? 
SAY: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Praying Hand Pretzels 
Purchase mini twist pretzels. Gather plates. 
• Give each person a plate. Place a handful of pretzels on each child’s plate.  
SAY: Pretzels were made to look like praying hands. Before we enjoy our snack, let’s say a special mealtime prayer.  
• Invite the children to join you in saying the prayer below before eating. 

• SAY: Thank you, God, for our food. (Make the ASL sign for “thank you” by putting your right hand on your chin and moving 
your hand away from you and down, as if toward a person.) Help it make us strong. (Flex your arms.) 
Help it give us energy to share your love. (Make the ASL sign for “love” by crossing your fists at the wrists and pressing them to 
your heart.) Amen. (Bring your arms down, and put your hands together in a prayer position.) 

SAY: We can pray to God in so many ways, and God always listens. We can pray to God anywhere and at any time! We 
can pray through coloring, moving, breathing, singing, and using things such as beads, rocks, and bubbles. 
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for always listening to our prayers. Amen.                Adapted from Deep Blue Nursery, Summer 2020 Session 8 



 Background for this Week’s Elementary Ages Bible Story: 
   So far this month our stories about community have been from the Old Testament. Today’s Bible story is found in the New 
Testament. Jesus often spoke of God’s kingdom. Sometimes we imagine the kingdom of God as being a place and time in the future. 
Jesus spoke of God’s kingdom as being present on earth right now. Moreover, Jesus encouraged his followers – that’s us, too– to 
bring about God’s kingdom here on earth. The kingdom of God is present anytime and anywhere God’s followers are doing God’s 
work and living in community the way God wants them to live. 
   Jesus compared God’s kingdom to a mustard seed. Mustard seeds are very tiny. Yet when planted, a mustard seed can grow into a 
large tree-like bush. Some mustard trees are taller than people, yet they start from a seed so small it could be easily lost. 
   Next, Jesus compared the kingdom of God to yeast. Bakers know the power of yeast. Although yeast is small, it causes bread dough 
to rise. Just a tiny bit affects a whole batch of dough. If left unchecked, the dough will continue to rise and grow many times its 
original size. 
   God’s kingdom is present all around us. As we will learn from the parables of the mustard seed and the yeast, even small things 
can have a large effect. These parables remind us that God’s kingdom is ordinary. God’s kingdom is abundant. God’s kingdom is 
surprising! When we follow Jesus’ teachings and live the way God wants us to live, great and amazing things can happen. God can 
turn our small efforts into magnificent results. God’s kingdom is here and now. 

Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Early Elementary Session 8 
 

Family Activities for All Ages: 
• Be an Includer! 

▪ Call a friend or relative to see how they are doing.  
▪ Send a card to someone to encourage them and tell them about God. 
▪ Read and learn about different cultures and customs from around the world.  
▪ Help your parents cook a meal and try foods you’ve never tasted before. 
▪ Do one of this week’s Sunday School lessons over the phone with a friend and help each other learn 

about God. 
▪ Pray for people who may feel lonely and left out. 
▪ Write God Loves You with chalk on your sidewalk or driveway or make a sign for your window to 

remind everyone who walks by that they are part of God’s family. 
▪ What other ideas can you think of to do to practice being an includer? 

 

• Resources for Talking about Race and Racism with Children: Visit our website at 
https://www.myfaithunited.org/anti-racism/ 

 

• Camp Read-A-Lot continues this week. Learn more here: https://www.myfaithunited.org/camp-read-a-lot/ 
 

• Rocky Railway VBS Online videos will be available for viewing until July 30. Check out the VBS videos on Faith United’s 

website. Email kschmucker@faithumchurch.org for more information! 
 

• Look for God Sightings, looking for our good God in the world! Share the God Sightings you find with us. 
https://www.myfaithunited.org/god-sightings-looking-for-hope-during-the-pandemic/ 
 

• Pray the LORD’S PRAYER each day at noon. Create a video of your family praying the Lord’s Prayer that we could 
share as encouragement for others. Let me know if you are interested! 

 

• Cards of Love and Encouragement – Make cards with messages of love and encouragement and send them to 5 
people this week. 

 

• Walk through your neighborhood (practice safe physical distance) and pray for families, businesses and your 
community. Who needs help? What can you do to make a difference? 

 

 

• Use, individually or as a family, the worship and devotional resources you will receive connected with Sunday’s Worship 
by Wire and Wednesday Night Faith Connections and Sunday School. Share with others! Visit our website for updated 
resources: https://www.myfaithunited.org/worship-by-wire/ 
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