
Sunday School Home Activities - Week of July 5, 2020 
Check out some of the activities you and your families can do at home this week! 
 

Watch this week’s Deep Blue Sunday School Video: Click the link below to 

watch the Deep Blue Connects Summer 2020 videos. This week is Summer Episode 5 (E5: Communities are Faithful). 
https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/series/unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/35799-deep-blue-connects-adventure-summer-2020 

 

Try this Family Devotion with your family! 
Read: Communities are Faithful (Joshua 1:1-9) 
Bible Story Focus: God promised to be with Joshua wherever Joshua went. God promises to be 
with us, too. 
Wonder Together: What does a leader do? 
Memory Verse: “The LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) 
Pray Together: Dear God, here we are. We are ready to serve you. Help us to look for ways to 
share your love. Help us pay attention to the needs of others. Help us do your work in your 
world. Amen. 

 

Ages 5–Grade 2  
Hear and See the Bible Story 
SAY: Leaders are an important part of our communities. Today we will hear a story about a leader from the Old 
Testament, a man named Joshua who God chose to lead the Israelites. 
• Tell the children the story, “God Chooses Joshua” (Joshua 1:1-9). Refer to the Background for this Week’s Bible Story at 
the end of the Sunday School activities.   
ASK: When have you been nervous? 
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Summer Session 5 on amplifymedia.com. 
• Act out the story. Take turns playing different roles. 
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for always being with us. Amen. 
 

Traveling - Dramatic Play 
Gather items and set up a dramatic play center where the children will pretend to be travelers. 
Be creative and provide suitcases, maps, clothing, travel toiletries, and so forth. 
• Invite the everyone to explore the dramatic play center. 
• Encourage them to pretend to be travelers using the materials provided. 
• Encourage them to take turns being leaders and guides on their imaginary travels. 
 

Encouraging Words  
Gather appropriate magazines and other print. Write “Encouraging Words” on a large piece of paper or posterboard. 
SAY: In our Bible story today, Joshua was worried about what God was asking him to do. God encouraged Joshua by 
reminding him to be brave and strong. God also reminded Joshua that God would always be with him wherever he went. 
• Invite everyone to find and cut out encouraging words and glue them onto the poster. If you don’t have magazines or 
other print material. Brainstorm a list of encouraging words. 
• Use a marker to add more encouraging words. 
• Display the “Encouraging Words” poster where everyone in your home may see it and be encouraged. 

Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Early Elementary Session 5 
 

 Grades 3-5 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
SAY: In our Bible story, the Israelites experience a change in leaders from Moses to Joshua. 
• Read the Bible story together (Joshua 1:1-9). 
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Summer Session 5 on amplifymedia.com. 
SAY: God told Joshua not to be afraid because God would be with him.    ASK: When have you been nervous? 
SAY: One of the things people in community do to show love for one another is pray. Take turns praying for each other.  
PRAY: Dear God, help each of us know that you are with us everywhere we go. Amen. 
 

 
 
 

https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/series/unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/35799-deep-blue-connects-adventure-summer-2020


Change Discussion 
Gather a large sheet of paper and markers or markerboard and dry erase markers. 
SAY: In our Bible story, the Israelites experience a change in leaders from Moses to Joshua. 
ASK: When have you experienced change in your life? 
• Let everyone call out times when they experienced change. Write them down. 
SAY: Sometimes change can be hard. 
ASK: What are some things that we can do to help us adjust to change? 
• Let everyone call out ideas. Write them down.  
TIP: Be prepared to help everyone with positive ideas for dealing with change if they have trouble.  

 

Bible Verse Reminder Art 
Gather white paper, markers, scissors, a handheld paper punch, tape, and ribbon for each person.  
SAY: Our Bible verse for this unit comes from our Bible story for today. The verse reminds us that God is always with us. 
Let’s make a reminder that God is always with us.  
Have everyone decorate and cut out a frame from the piece of paper. Have them copy the Bible verse, “The LORD your 
God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9), onto the white paper inside the frame. Decorate. 
• Then have everyone use the paper punch to make a hole at the top of the frame. Have them thread a length of ribbon 

through the hole and tie it in a bow or knot to form a hanger.  
 

Change the Leader Game 
SAY: Let’s play a game to remember the change in leadership from Moses to Joshua in the Bible story.  
• Have everyone sit in a circle, and join the circle yourself.  
• Start a clapping pattern of your choice. Tell everyone that the person sitting next to you, moving clockwise, should 

repeat the pattern and so on around the circle, one person at a time.  
• Once the pattern gets back to you again, the person sitting next to you, to your left, takes over as the leader and gets 

to change the pattern however he or she chooses. Continue around the circle, letting the person sitting left of the 
current leader take over the lead each time.  

• If a child misses his or her turn to take over the lead, he or she is out. Or if a child mis-claps the pattern after it has 
changed, that child is out. Continue until all children have been the leader.  

Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Older Elementary Session 5 
 

Nursery, Toddlers and Preschool 
Hear the Bible Story Matthew 6:9-15 
• SAY: Jesus’ friends followed Jesus up a mountain. While they were together, Jesus taught them 
about how to live well and how to worship God. Jesus also taught them about prayer.  
• SAY: Jesus said, “When you pray to God, you don’t need special words. God knows what you 
need. You can pray like this: 
“Dear God, Help us do what you want us to do. Give us the food we need today.  Forgive us when we 
make mistakes. Help us forgive others when they make mistakes.  
Keep us from doing bad things. Amen.” 

SAY: We say a special prayer called the Lord’s Prayer together as a church. Can you show me your praying hands and 
say it with me? 
SAY: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Art Activity: Coloring Prayers 
• Print out a picture of Jesus. Encourage the children to color the picture. 
SAY: There are lots of ways to talk to God through prayer. One way to pray is through coloring. When 
we color, we can slow down and concentrate on the picture and our breath. What is your favorite way to talk to God? 
SAY: We can talk to God by folding our hands and closing our eyes, by saying out loud what we want God to hear, by 
thinking about breathing in God’s love, by moving our bodies, or by reading Bible stories. We can pray to God anywhere 
and at any time!  
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for always listening to our prayers. Amen.                Adapted from Deep Blue Nursery, Summer 2020 Session 5      



Background for this Week’s Elementary Ages Bible Story: 
   God chose Joshua as Moses’ successor to lead the Israelites. Prior to Moses’ death, Joshua served as Moses’ assistant. When 
Moses died, it was time for Joshua to assume leadership. As he began to assume the role of leader, God told Joshua that it was time 
for the Israelites to finally enter the land God had promised to them when God freed them from slavery in Egypt. After forty years of 
wilderness wandering, the Israelites preparing to enter the Promised Land were not the same Israelites that had been slaves in 
Egypt. With the exception of Joshua and Caleb, the Israelites who had left Egypt had since passed away. It was their children and 
grandchildren who prepared to enter the Promised Land. 
   Leading the Israelites was a daunting responsibility. God assured Joshua with the words, “I will be with you in the same way I was 
with Moses. I won’t desert you or leave you” (Joshua 1:5). Then God reminded Joshua of the importance of knowing and following 
God’s instructions. 
   God did many things for the Israelites. God sent Moses to lead the Israelites out of slavery. God parted the Red Sea so the Israelites 
could escape from the Egyptian army. God provided manna for them to eat, and led them using a pillar of cloud and lightning. God 
gave them laws to help them live in relationship with God and with each other. God knew the way these stories and God’s 
instructions would be remembered was…if people passed them on to their children. Stories need to be told to be kept alive. 
   For this very reason, we continue to read the Bible and share with each other the stories it contains.If we do not tell these stories, 
we as God’s people will forget our history. Each week as you share the Bible story with your children, you are helping to keep God’s 
story alive in all of our minds. 

Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Early Elementary Session 5 
 

Family Activities for All Ages: 
• Resources for Talking about Race and Racism with Children:  
o The info graphic was created by Children Community School. Click this 

link to learn more: http://www.childrenscommunityschool.org/social-justice-resources/  

o Christine Hides, UMC Deacon and Christian Educator, shares several 
helpful resources on her blog, Bless Each One. 
https://christinevhides.com/2020/06/01/talking-about-race-and-racism-with-
children/?fbclid=IwAR37sfeW5cd7ts5kvgRR4S71CY93TV_JUZOy3vTwRBsF5o0H2Z4zPU9a_uA 

o Deep Blue Life: Faith and Culture is designed to teach children about 
empathy, culture, race, and prejudice. This resource includes three 
sessions titled “Prejudice and Stereotypes,” “Curiosity and Empathy,” 
and “Colors and Cultures.” Cokesbury is making this resource available 
for free at this link: https://www.cokesburykids.com/free-resources/church-at-home/deep-blue-

life-faith-and-culture 
o Wendy Claire Barrie, author of Faith at Home shares this resource - https://wendyclairebarrie.com/2017/08/23/talking-with-our-children-

about-race/?fbclid=IwAR3bOPPHDDAQ1Bm7Xl5BVbB5UjBKHm0GofNf337dsbZQ314cPMxaaW5Kpqc 

o Parent Toolkit shares this article previously published June 2019. https://www.parenttoolkit.com/social-and-emotional-development/advice/social-

awareness/how-to-talk-to-kids-about-race-and-racism?fbclid=IwAR1NotKm_YggylkLUG5hkJgOYPTe3-l8xa4gUSKtEbqA1t4hYM6PpDRJmYM 
o Sesame Street Racism Town Hall - https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/06/app-news-section/cnn-sesame-street-race-town-hall-app-june-6-2020-app/index.html 
 

• Rocky Railway VBS Online videos will be available for viewing until July 30. Check out the VBS videos on Faith United’s 
website. Email kschmucker@faithumchurch.org for more information! 
 

• Look for God Sightings, looking for our good God in the world! Share the God Sightings you find with us. 
https://www.myfaithunited.org/god-sightings-looking-for-hope-during-the-pandemic/ 
 

• Pray the LORD’S PRAYER each day at noon. Create a video of your family praying the Lord’s Prayer that we could 
share as encouragement for others. Let me know if you are interested! 

 

• Cards of Love and Encouragement – Make cards with messages of love and encouragement and send them to 5 
people this week. 
 

• Use, individually or as a family, the worship and devotional resources you will receive connected with Sunday’s Worship 
by Wire and Wednesday Night Faith Connections and Sunday School. Share with others! Visit our website for updated 
resources: https://www.myfaithunited.org/worship-by-wire/ 
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This weekend we celebrate Independence Day!  
Color the flag and write or draw prayers for our country around the flag.  

 
 


