
Sunday School Home Activities - Week of August 16, 2020 
Check out some of the activities you and your families can do at home this week! 
 

Watch this week’s Deep Blue Sunday School Video: Click the link below to 

watch the Deep Blue Connects Summer 2020 videos. This week is Summer Episode 11 (E11: Communities Grow). 
https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/series/unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/35799-deep-blue-connects-adventure-summer-2020 

 

Try this Family Devotion with your family! 
Read: A Temple for God (1 Kings 6:1-38; 8:1-66) 
Bible Story Focus: Our church is a special place for us to gather together and 
worship God. 
Wonder Together: Who do you like to worship with? 
Memory Verse: “Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth!” (Psalm 100:1) 
Pray Together: God, thank you for loving us. We praise your holy name. Amen. 
 

Ages 5–Grade 2  
Hear and See the Bible Story 
SAY: Today our Bible story is about a special place that King Solomon had built 
where people could go to worship God. 
• Tell the children the story, “Solomon Builds the Temple” and “Solomon 
Dedicates the Temple” (1 Kings 6:1-38; 8:1-66)). Refer to the Background for 

this Week’s Bible Story at the end of the Sunday School activities.   
ASK: Have you ever built something? Why did you build it? 
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Summer Session 11 on amplifymedia.com. 
• Act out the story. Take turns playing different roles. 
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for always being with us. Amen. 
 

Building Blocks - Block Play 
• Provide a variety of building blocks for everyone to play with. You may also want to include dollhouse furniture and 
accessories for extended play. 
• Encourage everyone to build buildings for a variety of uses such as houses, churches, and office buildings. 
• Discuss as you build how the design of the building depends upon its use. 
 

Architecture Collage Art 
Gather magazine or printed pages that depict many different types of architecture. Try to find a variety of cultures, 
locations, and building types. 
• Give each person a piece of construction paper, a glue stick, and a pair of scissors. 
• Invite everyone to look through the magazine pages and choose architectural features they like. 
• Encourage everyone to cut out the images and glue them onto their construction paper as a collage. 

Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Early & Middle Elementary Session 11 
 

  

Grades 3-5 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
SAY: Today, we’re exploring a story about Solomon building the temple. 
• Read the Bible story together (1 Kings 6:1-38; 8:1-6). 
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Summer Session 11 on 
amplifymedia.com. 
ASK: Have you ever built something, and why did you build it? 
PRAY: Dear God, help us to always know and praise you. Amen. 
 

Historian Interview Collaborative Activity 
Identify a church historian or charter member of our congregation or another 
person who is knowledgeable about our church building, and call them for a 
phone interview. Contact Kathy Schmucker for suggestions. 

https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/series/unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/35799-deep-blue-connects-adventure-summer-2020


SAY: Our Bible story is about a special place that Solomon built so that people 
could worship God. We have a special place to worship God also. Today, we 
will call one of the members of our church who can tell us all about our 
worship space. Let’s think of some questions to ask (him or her). 
• Brainstorm some questions. You can do this aloud as a group or individually.  
• When you make the phone call, let everyone take turns asking him or her 

the questions.  
• Write down the answers to your question. 
• Encourage everyone to thank your guest for participating. 

 

Temple Blueprint Collaborative Activity 
Gather several sheets of large paper, rulers, and pencils.   
SAY: In our Bible story, Solomon created a temple for God.  
ASK: What kind of temple would you create for God if you could create one? 
SAY: When builders build a new building, they use a blueprint, or a plan for the 
building. Let’s create our own temple building plans.  
• Work together to sketch the blueprints.  
• Present and explain your building plans to one another.  

Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Older Elementary Session 11 
 

Nursery, Toddlers and Preschool 
• Invite the children to listen while you read this Bible story Luke 15:11-32.  
SAY: Jesus told a story: A father had two sons—an older son and a younger son. The younger son wanted some of his 
father’s money. The father gave it to him, even though it made him sad. 
SAY: The younger son went far away. He spent the money on things he didn’t need and had to get a job feeding pigs. He 
was so hungry that he wanted to eat what he was feeding the pigs.  
SAY: The younger son remembered how kind his father was. The younger son wanted to go home and tell his father he 
was sorry. 
SAY: When the father saw his younger son walking up to the house, he ran out to hug him. The father was happy his 
younger son had come home, so he threw a big party for him.  
SAY: The older son had been working when the younger son came home. The older son was mad and wouldn’t go to the 
party. The father went outside to beg his older son to come to the party. The older son said he was sad because he had 
stayed with his father and had done everything his father wanted, but he never got a party.  
SAY: The father said, “Son, everything I have is yours. But we have to celebrate because our whole family is back 
together.” 

 

Playdough Houses 
Gather playdough and playdough tools. 
• Invite everyone to make a house out of playdough.  
• Encourage everyone to tell the class who lives in their house.  
SAY: The younger son left his house and went to a place far away. But he came 
back home to his family. His family was so happy to have him back. 

• SAY: Everyone belongs in our family. Everyone belongs in God’s family. 
SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for loving us no matter what. Amen. 

Adapted from Deep Blue Nursery, Summer 2020 Session 11 
 
 
 

 Background for this Week’s Elementary Ages Bible Story: 
   Almost five hundred years after the Israelites escaped Egypt, King David’s son, Solomon, built a temple. The building of the temple 
was a massive undertaking, lasting seven years. The Bible provides a detailed description of the dimensions and layout of the 
temple. Two weeks ago, we talked about the Israelites building a tabernacle, or tent. The temple, however, served as a more 
permanent reminder of God’s presence. God did not dwell among God’s people because they built the temple. God’s people built 
the temple because God was in their midst. When the building of the temple was complete, Solomon gathered the people of Israel 
together to dedicate the temple and to praise and worship God. 



   We teach our children that God is a personal God. We each can have a personal relationship with God. Each person can talk to God 
directly whenever and wherever he or she chooses. We also teach our children that God is everywhere. From a very young age, 
children are told that everywhere they go, God is there too. We believe all of these things to be true, and it is important to teach 
these lessons to our children. However, there is more to the story. Having a personal relationship with God is essential. It is equally 
important to experience God in the midst of a community. Worshipping God alongside, and together with, other people is a 
necessary element of living as Christians. When we come together as God’s people, we feel God’s presence in a special way. We 
experience God’s love in and through other people and we allow them the opportunity to experience God through us. As we care for 
and love each other, and work together to care for and love others, we gain a glimpse of God’s kingdom. Today’s lesson on Solomon 
building the temple and gathering God’s people together for worship reminds us that gathering together to praise and honor God 
through worship is an important aspect of living as Christians. Gathering together for worship may look different during a pandemic, 
but sharing in the worship experience, even from our individual homes rather than in person in the church building, is still a vital 
community experience for congregations. 

Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Early Elementary Session 11 
 

 
Family Activities for All Ages: 
• Read a story about great faith in the book of Luke! Some suggestions include Luke 5:17-26, Luke 7:1-10, Luke 

7:36-50, Luke 8:40-48, Luke 12:22-32, Luke 17:5-6, Luke 17:11-19, Luke 18:1-8. What other stories of great faith can 
you find in the Bible? What stories of great faith have you experienced in your family? Your church? Your 
community? Around the world? 

• Create a Live by Faith Family Poster – Write Live by Faith or Walk by Faith on a large piece of paper, poster 
or canvas. Draw or paint around the words. Hang it where you can see it often as a reminder to live by 
faith every day. 
 

• Be an Includer! 
▪ Call a friend or relative to see how they are doing.  
▪ Send a card to someone to encourage them and tell them about God. 
▪ Read and learn about different cultures and customs from around the world.  
▪ Help your parents cook a meal and try foods you’ve never tasted before. 
▪ Do one of this week’s Sunday School lessons over the phone with a friend and help each other learn 

about God. 
▪ Pray for people who may feel lonely and left out. 
▪ Write God Loves You with chalk on your sidewalk or driveway or make a sign for your window to 

remind everyone who walks by that they are part of God’s family. 
▪ What other ideas can you think of to do to practice being an includer? 

 

• Resources for Talking about Race and Racism with Children: Visit our website at 
https://www.myfaithunited.org/anti-racism/ 

 

 

• Look for God Sightings, looking for our good God in the world! Share the God Sightings you find with us. 
https://www.myfaithunited.org/god-sightings-looking-for-hope-during-the-pandemic/ 
 

• Pray the LORD’S PRAYER each day at noon. Create a video of your family praying the Lord’s Prayer that we could 
share as encouragement for others. Let me know if you are interested! 

 

• Back to School Blessing – Send a card of encouragement to teachers, administrators and students you know who 
will begin a new school year, online or in person, this fall. Let them know you are thinking of them, supporting them 
and praying for them. 

 

• Use, individually or as a family, the worship and devotional resources you will receive connected with Sunday’s Worship 
by Wire and Wednesday Night Faith Connections and Sunday School. Share with others! Visit our website for updated 
resources: https://www.myfaithunited.org/worship-by-wire/ 
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