
Sunday School Home Activities - Week of August 23, 2020 
Check out some of the activities you and your families can do at home this week! 
 

Watch this week’s Deep Blue Sunday School Video: Click the link below to 

watch the Deep Blue Connects Summer 2020 videos. This week is Summer Episode 12 (E12: Communities Worship). 
https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/series/unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/35799-deep-blue-connects-adventure-summer-2020 

 
 

Try this Family Devotion with your family! 
Read: Singing for God (Acts 16:16-40) 
Bible Story Focus: We can sing and praise God even when we are sad, mad, 
or scared. 
Wonder Together: What song do you like to sing? What song do you like to 
sing? 
Memory Verse: “Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth!” (Psalm 
100:1) 
Pray Together: God, thank you for loving us. We praise your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Ages 5–Grade 2  
Hear and See the Bible Story 
SAY: Today our Bible story is about Paul and Silas when they were in prison. 

• Tell the children the story, “Paul and Silas” (Acts 16:16-40). Refer to the Background for this Week’s Bible Story at the 
end of the Sunday School activities.   
ASK: What songs do you like to sing? 
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Summer Session 12 on amplifymedia.com. 
• Act out the story. Take turns playing different roles. 
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for always being with us. Amen. 
 

Musical Praise 
Gather a variety of child-safe musical instruments or use kitchen tools or 
craft supplies to make your own. 
SAY: Paul and Silas sang songs of praise when they were afraid. How does 
singing and making music make you feel? 
• Place a variety of child-safe musical instruments on the floor or a table. 
• Invite everyone to explore with and play the instruments. 
 

What Is an Earthquake? - Snack 
SAY: In our Bible story today, we will hear about an earthquake. Do you 
know what an earthquake is?  
Have you ever experienced one? What was it like? 
SAY: Our earth is made of layers. The top layer that we stand on is called 
the crust. The Earth’s crust isn’t one big piece. It is made up of many pieces 
called plates. The plates are always slowly moving around, on top of what 
is called the mantle layer, and bumping into one another. One cause of 
earthquakes is when the plates bump together with great force. Let’s experiment a bit using a yummy snack. 
• Put about a tablespoon of jelly on each person’s plate, and invite them to spread the jelly over the surface of his or her 
plate. Then give each person one full graham cracker to break in half. 
• Encourage everyone to use their hands to experiment with bumping their graham crackers into each other like the 
plates that make up the top layer of the earth. Encourage them to do it with more or less force and speed. 
• Invite everyone to enjoy their graham crackers and jelly as a snack. 

Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Early & Middle Elementary Session 12 
 

  

Grades 3-5 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
SAY: Today our Bible story is about Paul and Silas when they were in prison. 

https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/series/unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/35799-deep-blue-connects-adventure-summer-2020


• Read the Bible story together (Acts 16:16-40). 
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Summer Session 12 on amplifymedia.com. 
ASK: What songs do you like to sing? 
PRAY: Dear God, help us to always know and praise you. Amen. 
 

Write A Song  
SAY: Let’s create our own song of comfort. We will use the familiar hymn, “Amazing Grace.”   
• Google the lyrics to Amazing Grace or use one of this week’s worship songs. The lyrics can be found on the 

Worship by Wire webpage. 
• Let everyone work together to replace the words to the first verse or two 

with their own.  
 

Joyful Chain Breaking Music Game 
Gather paper, scissors, a bowl, and a marker. Cut up strips of paper and write the 
words to your favorite praise song on them, and place them in the bowl. 
SAY: Let’s play a game to remind us of Paul and Silas singing in jail.  
• Have everyone stand in a line. Then have each person draw a slip of paper from the 

bowl. (The slips will be in random order.) Let everyone look at their slips of paper 
but not comment on them. Tell everyone to remember the word on their slip of 
paper. Have everyone join hands to form a chain.  

SAY: When I say, “sing,” the person with the first word of the song will sing his or her 
word and break away from the chain by stepping back. The remaining people will 
quickly join hands. The next person will sing his or her word, and break from the chain, and so on. We will try to move as 
quickly as possible so that it sounds like the song is being sung.  

Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Older Elementary Session 12 
 

Nursery, Toddlers and Preschool 
• Invite the children to listen while you read this Bible story Luke 15:11-32.  
SAY: Jesus told a story: A father had two sons—an older son and a younger son. The younger son wanted some of his 
father’s money. The father gave it to him, even though it made him sad. 
SAY: The younger son went far away. He spent the money on things he didn’t need and had to get a job feeding pigs. He 
was so hungry that he wanted to eat what he was feeding the pigs.  
SAY: The younger son remembered how kind his father was. The younger son wanted to go home and tell his father he 
was sorry. 
SAY: When the father saw his younger son walking up to the house, he ran out to hug him. The father was happy his 
younger son had come home, so he threw a big party for him.  
SAY: The older son had been working when the younger son came home. The older son was mad and wouldn’t go to the 
party. The father went outside to beg his older son to come to the party. The older son said he was sad because he had 
stayed with his father and had done everything his father wanted, but he never got a party.  
SAY: The father said, “Son, everything I have is yours. But we have to celebrate because our whole family is back 
together.” 

 
Welcome Chalk Drawing  
Gather sidewalk chalk. Use the chalk to write “WELCOME” in large bubble letters on the 
sidewalk by the main entrance of your church or your home. 
• Invite the children to color the letters you have drawn.  
SAY: The father welcomed his younger son back home with a hug. The father was so happy 
to have his family all together.  
SAY: We can welcome people to our church family and/or to our home. It makes us happy to have everyone here. It 
makes God happy too! 

• SAY: Everyone belongs in our family. Everyone belongs in God’s family. 
SAY: (Child’s name), God loves you. God blesses you. God is always with you. Amen. 
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for loving us no matter what. Amen. 

Adapted from Deep Blue Nursery, Summer 2020 Session 12 



 Background for this Week’s Elementary Ages Bible Story: 
   Today’s Bible story is about the apostle Paul. Everywhere Paul went, he searched for opportunities to preach and share the good 
news. Paul’s news was not always welcome, however. During Paul’s conversion experience, God told Ananias that Paul would have 
to suffer. And sometimes Paul did. In this week’s Bible story, we read about one of the multiple times Paul was put in prison. 
   Paul was thrown into prison for healing a woman who was a slave. While healing a woman sounds like a good thing to do, the 
woman’s owners were not pleased. Once the slave woman was healed, they were no longer able to use the woman as a fortune-
teller to make money for them. 
   The experience of Paul and Silas in prison illustrates Paul’s zealousness in spreading the good news. While Paul and Silas were in 
prison, they passed their time by singing songs and praising God. There was an earthquake which opened the prison doors and broke 
their chains. Presented with an opportunity to escape, Paul and Silas stayed instead and told the jailer about Jesus. 
   It might be tempting to applaud Paul’s efforts and then sit back and assume that the work of spreading the good news is done. 
However, there are still people today who need to hear this good news—the news that Jesus is alive and that God loves them. 
   Fellowship with others and education were central to Paul’s ministry of encouragement and spreading the good news. When we 
gather together as a community of faith for worship and Sunday school, we are recognizing what Paul knew—that for the church to 
grow and thrive, people need to meet together and learn about God. When we invite others to join us at church, we are helping 
spread the good news of Jesus.          Adapted from Deep Blue Connects Loving God, Loving God, Loving Neighbor, Summer 2020 Early Elementary Session 12 

 

 
Family Activities for All Ages: 
• Read a story about great faith in the book of Luke! Some suggestions include Luke 5:17-26, Luke 7:1-10, Luke 

7:36-50, Luke 8:40-48, Luke 12:22-32, Luke 17:5-6, Luke 17:11-19, Luke 18:1-8. What other stories of great faith can 
you find in the Bible? What stories of great faith have you experienced in your family? Your church? Your 
community? Around the world? 

• Create a Live by Faith Family Poster – Write Live by Faith or Walk by Faith on a large piece of paper, poster 
or canvas. Draw or paint around the words. Hang it where you can see it often as a reminder to live by 
faith every day. 
 

• Be an Includer! 
▪ Call a friend or relative to see how they are doing.  
▪ Send a card to someone to encourage them and tell them about God. 
▪ Read and learn about different cultures and customs from around the world.  
▪ Help your parents cook a meal and try foods you’ve never tasted before. 
▪ Do one of this week’s Sunday School lessons over the phone with a friend and help each other learn 

about God. 
▪ Pray for people who may feel lonely and left out. 
▪ Write God Loves You with chalk on your sidewalk or driveway or make a sign for your window to 

remind everyone who walks by that they are part of God’s family. 
▪ What other ideas can you think of to do to practice being an includer? 

 

• Resources for Talking about Race and Racism with Children: Visit our website at 
https://www.myfaithunited.org/anti-racism/ 

 

 

• Look for God Sightings, looking for our good God in the world! Share the God Sightings you find with us. 
https://www.myfaithunited.org/god-sightings-looking-for-hope-during-the-pandemic/ 
 

• Back to School Blessing – Send a card of encouragement to teachers, administrators and students, and Faith 
United’s Faith Friends Learning Center staff who are beginning a new school year, online or in person, this fall. Let 
them know you are thinking of them, supporting them and praying for them. 

 

• Use, individually or as a family, the worship and devotional resources you will receive connected with Sunday’s Worship 
by Wire and Wednesday Night Faith Connections and Sunday School. Share with others! Visit our website for updated 
resources: https://www.myfaithunited.org/worship-by-wire/ 
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