
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of August 30, 2020 

Prayer Series1: Teach us to Pray 

Read Luke 11:1-4, 1 Samuel 1:9-18 
“Coming to prayer is like coming home. Nothing feels more right, more like what we are 
created to be and to do. Yet at the same time we are confronted with great mysteries. 
Who hasn't struggled with the puzzle of unanswered prayer? Who hasn't wondered how 
a finite person can commune with the infinite Creator of the universe? Who hasn't 
questioned whether prayer isn't merely psychological manipulation after all? We do our 
best, of course, to answer these knotty questions but when all is said and done, there is a 
sense in which these mysteries remain unanswered and unanswerable . . . At such times 
we must learn to become comfortable with the mystery." – Richard Foster  
 

“God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but shouts in our pains. 
It is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” - C.S. Lewis 
 

“Prayer is, for me, an outburst from the heart; it is a simple glance darted upwards to 
Heaven; it is a cry of gratitude and of love in the midst of trial as in the midst of joy! In a 
word, it is something exalted, supernatural, which dilates the soul and unites it to God.”  
– St. Therese de Lisieux 

 

“I pray because I can’t help myself. I pray because I’m helpless. I pray because the need flows out of me all the time, 
waking and sleeping. It doesn’t change God, it changes me.” – C.S. Lewis 
 

Questions for Reflection: 
• What is prayer? Why do we pray? 

• What do we learn about prayer from Jesus’ teaching in the Luke passage? 

• What can we learn about prayer from Hannah’s story in 1 Samuel? 
 

Spiritual Practice: Praying Scripture 
John Wesley described prayer as the breath of our spiritual life. Author Adele Calhoun writes that, “Praying Scripture is a 
way of entering deeply into the text with a heart alert to a unique and personal word from God. Words and verses that 
catch our attention become invitations to be with God in prayer.” The practice of Praying Scripture invites us to allow 
God to shape our prayer life through the words of scripture. Praying Scripture opens the heart to praying particular 
prayers, psalms, teachings and hopes found in the Bible. 
Praying Scripture includes any of the following: 

• Meditating on Scripture, interacting with God around the revelations discovered in scripture 

• Listening to God and lingering at the spaces for reflection in the biblical stories 

• Listening for questions that Jesus poses to the disciples as if they were questions Jesus is asking you 

• Personalizing scripture by substituting your name; try Psalm 139:13-14 

• Allowing a Biblical story to give voice and action to your needs, desires and feelings 

• Entering into prayer through the touch, confrontation, healing, invitations and challenges of scripture 

• Slowing down scripture reading to a pace that makes room for listening 

• Use the Lord’s Prayer as a framework for your prayer 

• Sing God’s Word 

• Pray the Psalms – here we find prayers that voice our needs, fears, joys, sorrows, anger, loneliness, dryness, and joy. 
The Psalms invite us to be authentic and honest and come to God as we are. 

• Explore prayers by people found in the Bible. The prayers of Jesus, Paul, Daniel, Mary, Moses, and Hannah can 
provide a framework for our prayers.                                                  Adapted from Spiritual Disciplines Handbook by Adele Ahlberg Calhoun 

 
Share your thoughts by emailing or texting Kathy Schmucker (kschmucker@faithumchurch.org, 330-224-6138), Pastor 
Steve (sstultzcostello@faithumchurch.org, 330-224-7337), or Pastor Jake (jheskett@faithumchurch.org). You are also 
welcome to share on social media @faithnorthcanton.   
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