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Bulletin Announcements September 20, 2020 
 
 

 
 

Church-Wide Worship  

and Book Study Series 

Begins the Week of October 4 
 

Defying Gravity: Breaking Free from the Culture of More 
 

Our possessions can create unbearable weight and affect our ability to serve and thrive. How do we defy gravity 

and find freedom? During the month of October, we will examine the generous life—what it is and why it can 

be hard to experience. Join us at Faith United as we gather in small groups and as a congregation to build 

relationships, experience community and explore living a more joyful, healthy, purposeful life.  

How can we defy gravity and break free from the culture of more? 
 

Drive by the Church on Thursday September 24, 6–7pm or Sunday September 27, 1–

3:00pm to pick up your Defying Gravity book and World Communion Sunday Kit 
World Communion Sunday is October 4. We have prepared kits for you to pick up containing some special 

supplies so that we can engage in Communion as a congregation in a special way. 
 

Get connected in one of the October Defying Gravity Groups! 
Defying Gravity Groups will be taking place the following days and times via Zoom: 
 

• Sundays at 9:45 am beginning October 4 – Facilitator: Kim Reynolds 

• Sundays at 6:30 pm beginning October 4 – Facilitators: Mike and Sharon McConnell 

• Sundays at 7:00 pm beginning October 4 – Facilitator: Mac McLaughlin 
     Note: Join us for Worship by Wire on Sunday mornings! 

• Mondays at 10:00 am beginning October 5 – Facilitator: Michael Krigline 

• Mondays at 6:30 pm beginning Oct. 12 – Facilitator: Ron Luikart 

• Tuesdays at 9:30 am beginning October 6 – Facilitator: Joanne Fox 

• Wednesdays at 6:30 pm beginning October 7 – Facilitators: Dan and Marci Griffith 

• Wednesdays at 7:00 pm beginning October 7 – Facilitator: Susan Baker 
      Note: Join us for Wednesday Night Live at 6:00 pm! 

• Thursdays at 10:00 am beginning October 8 – Facilitators: Pam Gable and Marty Largent 

• Thursdays at 6:00 pm beginning October 8 – Facilitator: Tom Strauch 

• Tues Oct.13, Wed Oct. 14, Tues Oct. 20, and Wed Oct. 21 at 10:00 am- Facilitator: Jan Baker 
 

Can’t find the group that will fit your schedule? Additional Groups can be added. Let us know your availability! 
 

 
 

Sign up for a Defying Gravity group by visiting our website 

myfaithunited.org, or Find Groups in Realm.  

Suggested donation for the Defying Gravity book is $11. 

 

Contact Kim Reynolds (reykim53@gmail.com), Pam Gable 

(pgable50@gmail.com). or Kathy Schmucker 

(kschmucker@faithumchurch.org) for more information. 

mailto:reykim53@gmail.com
mailto:kschmucker@faithumchurch.org
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1. Butch Ransom Retirement:  Butch is retiring after over 30 years on staff as one of our custodians.  You 

may contribute to a love offering by sending a check to Faith United with “Butch Retirement” in the memo.  A 
parade at the church to honor Butch, express gratitude and congratulations is being planned for Sunday, 
September 27, 1:00-3:00. 
 

2. What is your Favorite Scripture? This week we presented Bibles to our 3rd grade students. Help our 
students explore their new Bibles by sharing your favorite scriptures with them! Email your favorite scripture 
to kschmucker@faithumchurch.org and we will compile a list of Faith United favorites to share with our 
students. If you know a 3rd grade student who would like a Bible or you have someone older than 3rd grade 
in your family who doesn’t have a Bible, please let Kathy know as we have a Bible for you! 
 

3. Wednesday Night Faith Connection Live Wednesdays at 6:00 pm. Join us for Wednesday Worship by 
Wire in a new and engaging format! We are looking for family’s or groups to serve as our online family host. 
Contact Kathy Schmucker for more information about how you can be involved! 
To view the video live just go to Faith United’s Facebook page at 6pm each Wednesday  - 
https://www.facebook.com/faithnorthcanton 

Or through this link: https://www.facebook.com/faithnorthcanton/live/   You can interact via the comments 
section on the Facebook livestream. Simply click or tap on "write a comment" and begin typing! You do not 
need to have a Facebook account to view each week’s recorded video. 
 

4. September/October issue of the Upper Room Devotional is available to download here 
https://destination-site-production.s3.amazonaws.com/pdfs/URE_September-October2020.pdf. 
Thank you to the Upper Room for providing this free digital version during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
5. Get Connected this fall! Listed below are other current Adult Groups that are beginning in 

September/October. Please note that outdoor gatherings are limited to 10 persons. Visit Realm, then Find 
Groups for more detailed information and to join the group you are interested in! Contact Kathy Schmucker, 
Director of Spiritual Formation to learn more! 

• Defying Gravity Church-Wide study begins the week of October 4. Check out the 11 different group options and 
choose one that works best for you! Coordinators: Kim Reynolds and Pam Gable 

• White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism Wednesdays at 6:30 pm beginning 
September 23 via Zoom. Facilitator: Pastor Jake 

• Praying in the Messiness of Life, Alternating Wednesdays at 6:30 pm September 23 via Zoom. Coordinator: Kathy 
Schmucker 

• The Book Discussion Group will be reading Sue Monk Kidds’ The Book of Longings and discuss it on Thursday, 
October 29 at 7 pm via Zoom. Contact Jan Baker or Judy McLaughlin for more information. 

• Hope for Hard Times, Tuesday Evening Women’s Study, Tuesday’s at 6:30 pm via Zoom beginning October 6. 
Facilitators: Sue Bell and Sue Schillings.  

• The Wesley Challenge, Faith Meets Life Sunday School Class Sundays at 9:30 am via Zoom. Facilitator: Kim 
Reynolds. 

• Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer Sundays at 9:30am via Zoom. Facilitator: Pastor Jake 

• Wednesday Women’s Study, Footnotes: Major Lessons from Minor Bible Characters Wednesdays at 9:00 am via 
Zoom. Facilitator: Linda Reynolds 

• Making Sense of the Bible, Monday Night Bible Study will resume this study started last spring on Mondays at 
6:30 pm via Zoom. An outdoor option will meet on Wednesdays at 10:00 am. Facilitator: Ron Luikart 

• Theology for Our Times Fridays at 3:00 pm via Zoom. Contact Tom Strauch and Kathy Schmucker. 

• Prayer Shawl Thursdays at 1:00pm, outdoors at the church. Coordinator: Mike Flechtner 
 

6. How to Pick Up a Book for your Study Group 
Books for ALL study groups have been ordered and available for pick up at the church. The doors to the 
Gathering Area will be open between 8:30 – 4:00 Monday – Friday. If you are not able come during those 
hours, please contact Kathy Schmucker or your group facilitator to make other arrangements. There is a 
table just inside the Gathering Area doors where you will find hand sanitizer, a sign in sheet, books for each 
group, and an envelope where you can leave your payment. The suggested donation for each book is 

mailto:kschmucker@faithumchurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/faithnorthcanton
https://www.facebook.com/faithnorthcanton/live/
https://destination-site-production.s3.amazonaws.com/pdfs/URE_September-October2020.pdf
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written on a blue card in front of each group’s books. The suggested donation can be made by cash, check 
payable to Faith United Methodist Church, or pay online through our online giving by selecting ‘Book Study’ 
under funds. Do not let the cost of the book prohibit you from participating in the group. If you are interested 
in a kindle version or eBook edition, please order those through the Amazon and Cokesbury links on our 
church website. You will find those links at the bottom of every web page. The church receives a rebate on 
all purchases made through these special links. Questions? Contact Kathy Schmucker. 
 

7. Planning for Fall Groups: Relationships are vital to our faith journey and relationship building can happen 
in a variety of ways. Now is the time to plan and prepare and consider meeting in creative ways. Zoom and 
conference calls provide wonderful opportunities for group interaction. The New Beginnings Team has 
developed guidelines for adult groups of 10 or less to meet in person outdoors, with training for group 
leaders. Please contact Kathy Schmucker, Director of Spiritual Formation, to plan and prepare and consider 
some creative ideas for group gatherings for fall! 

• Orientation for Group Leaders are scheduled for Tuesday, September 22 at 10:00am OR 
Wednesday, September 23 at 7pm. RSVP to Kathy Schmucker.  
 

8. Celebrate Wonder for kids! Celebrate Wonder is a new resource that honors the spiritual life of children – 
their natural sense of awe, wonder, imagination and curiosity. Weekly home activities for children from 
nursery – 5th grade will be available each week with Worship by Wire. These activities are great for the 
whole family and are designed to guide children and families through engaging experiences, spiritual 
practices, and opportunities for reflection to ask questions and claim their spiritual identity as children of 
God. Pick one to two activities to do with your family each week. Look for a the Celebrate Wonder book 
being delivered to your family this week! Watch for more info coming soon about the next Zoom 
gathering for kids! Contact Kathy Schmucker for more information.  
 

9. Youth - The Youth Program has an amazing new way to connect during our Wednesday Night Youth 
Group! We have begun a series on moving from Fear to Peace and Emily Jacobs is sharing stories from her 
life and some wisdom during our Zoom call. If you are a youth who would like to join us on Wednesdays at 
6:30 please contact Amy Ferguson. We also invite you to continue watching our Sunday Night Youth Videos 
while we continue our series on what it means to have our identity rooted in God.  
 

10. Spiritual Practice and Worship Engagement. Finding ways to stay spiritually connected while it is 
necessary to be physically distant is important to our continued growth and spiritual development. Look for a 
worship engagement devotion connected to each week’s worship service along with a spiritual practice for 
you to consider exploring. You will find this in the Worship by Wire email as well as on the Worship by Wire 
page of our website. Trying new ways of praying, studying scripture, and other practices that help you stay 
close to God is vital to our growth as disciples of Christ. Contact Kathy Schmucker, Director of Spiritual 
Formation with questions.  

 
Spiritual Practices 101 is a new video resource that is beginning this month. Last week’s video focused 
on The Five Finger Prayer and you can watch it here - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OUV_VN0JMak&t=28s. Look for this week’s video exploring The the ACTS 
Prayer Model with this Sunday’s Worship by Wire resources. If you have a spiritual practice you would like to 
learn more about, please let Kathy Schmucker know and we can include that in an upcoming Spiritual 
Practices 101 video. If you have a favorite spiritual practice that helps you connect with God that you would 
like to share, Kathy would love to include you in an upcoming video. 

11. Pastor Jake Getting to Know You Gatherings: Sign up for a Zoom or in-person gathering to meet and 
chat with Pastor Jake. Gatherings will be limited to 10 congregants. Visit the church website to view current 
offerings and to sign up. More gatherings will be added as needed with in-person gatherings as allowed.  
 

12. While the church building remains closed, Faith United’s New Beginnings Team continues to meet on a 
regular basis exploring and discerning best practices and recommendations for when and how the church 
building and property can be utilized. The team is working diligently with everyone’s safety as the top 
priority. A screening station is in place in the gathering area entrance for everyone who comes to the 
building for essential ministries to sign in. Please continue to look for more information in Pastor Steve’s and 
Pastor Jake’s weekly update email and video.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OUV_VN0JMak&t=28s
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13. God Sightings: Looking for Hope during the Pandemic: Sharing good news is a wonderful way to inspire 

others and encourage hope. Email kschmucker@faithumchurch.org to share how you are seeing God at 
work in our world. We will post the good news to the Coronavirus Update page of our website! Check out the 
most recent God Sightings shared here. 
 

14. Church Giving: Thank you for your continued giving.  Your faithful support is allowing the church to do vital 
ministries for our congregation, community, and the world!  We invite you to consider giving online via our 
website: https://onrealm.org/faithumchurch/-/give/now. If you have questions or need assistance, contact 

Sharyl Syler, Director of Finance and Administration – 330 499-6040 ext. 101 or ssyler@faithumchurch.org.  
Church finances are transparent and monthly finance reports are available upon request.  We encourage all 
of us to prayerfully grow in our generosity, considering: 

• The Biblical example of giving a tithe or 10% of your income is a life-changing practice of gratitude that 
recognizes that all we have is from God.  Many have testified that giving a tithe or even growing toward 
giving a tithe has been a significant source of joy and peace in their lives. 

• Second Mile Giving – also known as “Designated Giving” is giving toward particular ministries or mission 
efforts that resonate in our hearts.  This giving is called “second mile giving” because it is usually given 
as an addition to regular weekly or monthly giving to the whole ministry of the church. 

• Stock Transfers – this is a great way to support the ministries and mission of the church while saving on 
taxes.  Some members use stock transfers as a regular way of giving, others use it for a larger (often 
one-time) gift. 

• Planned Giving – is a way to leave a legacy for the development of new ministries in the future.  In 
addition, by including Faith United in your will, you provide a powerful, memorable witness to your family 
and friends about the important place Faith United has had in your life.  For a confidential consultation 
including guidance and referrals for estate planning, contact Sharyl Syler. 

 
15. Check your email or visit our website for the latest information about Faith United and the COVID-19 

pandemic. The church remains closed to all activities. We continue to follow recommendations of the State 
of Ohio Department of Health and other health professionals.  

 
16. Prayer Requests: Prayer requests can be emailed to aenglehart@faithumchurch.org. You can also reach 

out to Pastor Steve, Pastor Jake, Kathy Schmucker or Amy Ferguson. If you would like to receive the weekly 
prayer list to pray for those lifted in prayer, you can do so in Realm. Type 'Prayer List – Email’ in the search 
box or look for Find Groups, then click ‘Serving/Missions’ and then ‘Prayer List – Email’. Click Join to be 
added to the group. The weekly prayer list will be emailed on Thursdays. 
 

17. What can you do? In this time of practicing physical distancing there may be much that we cannot do or 
need to do differently. At the same time, there is much that we can do. Check out the Family Activity 
suggestions in the weekly Worship Engagement at Home activities on the Worship by Wire webpage. Make 
phone calls to check on church attenders, especially those over 65. There are many opportunities to help 
others safely. Contact Pastor Steve to learn more. 
 

18. We want to hear from you! Share pictures or videos of some of the activities you and your family are doing 
while practicing physical distancing. Suggestions include, but are not limited to, pictures or video of you 
experiencing Worship by Wire, engaging in Worship Engagement activities or Home Sunday School, 
Wonder Wednesday, or Youth activities. How are you connecting with God and others while practicing 
physical distancing?  What you share may inspire someone else! 

mailto:kschmucker@faithumchurch.org
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