
 
 
 
 
September 20, 2020 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Faith United, 
 
Fall is here next week!  During 2020, we have all endured an unprecedented 
late winter, spring and summer as these seasons relate to our experiencing the 
challenges of the pandemic.  At the same time, these challenges have also 
provided many opportunities for us to be stewards of our time, talent, 
service and generosity - giving of ourselves in many small (and great!) ways.   
 
As followers of Jesus, we have expressed our love and compassion with those 
we encounter, especially those in need, not only one-on-one by practicing safe 
social distancing, but even through Zoom!  We will likely be carrying 
these faithful actions through the end of the year and into 2021 as we move 
closer to forthcoming treatments and vaccines. 
 
Over the past months, we have been reminded regularly that we are “together 
through the pandemic,” though scattered in many individual places.  During four weeks in 
October, together we will have an opportunity to participate in our churchwide study titled "Defying 
Gravity.”  We’ll be studying the topic of generosity, including data from surveys, insights from experts, and 
conversations with generous people about their goals and habits. We want to understand why generosity 
brings people joy and what forces work against it. Many of us want to experience the significance of 
blessing others but feel trapped by past decisions and misled by a society that bombards us with 
messages of having more and having better.   
 
Together we will learn how we might experience living a more joyful, healthy and purposeful 
life. Participating in this study and examining the attitudes of others related to gratitude and generosity will 
reinforce the commitments we and our families have made in our faith journeys, individually and together. 
 
A "family pack" of activity cards will be provided to help you have some fun while thinking more 
concretely about defying some of our culture's influences so we can be more free to express our gratitude 
and kindness through tangible acts of generosity and grace for others.  Whether you live alone, with a 
spouse/partner, or with children, the family pack is designed for all of us! 
 
We have all been blessed, even through many challenges.  Our opportunities to be blessings to others are 
endless.  We hope and pray that this invitation to you and your family to participate in our 
churchwide study, discussions and worship series will be another blessing you receive. 
 
The first page of the 9-20-20 announcements are attached below.  You’ll find there a variety of study 
groups at various times to fit into your schedule.  We are grateful for all of our facilitators including some, 
like missionary Michael Krigline, who are able to join us remotely thanks to Zoom. 
 
We can’t wait to see how this study and series will be a blessing to us all! 
 
 
 

           Kim      Pam 

 
Pastor Steve                   Pastor Jake                Kim Reynolds                          Rev. Pam Gable 
                                                                                              Stewardship Co-Chair             Stewardship Co-chair 



 
 

 
 

Church-Wide Worship  
and Book Study Series 

Begins the Week of October 4 
 

Defying Gravity: Breaking Free from the Culture of 

More 
 

Our possessions can create unbearable weight and affect our ability to serve and thrive. How do we defy 
gravity and find freedom? During the month of October, we will examine the generous life—what it is and why 
it can be hard to experience. Join us at Faith United as we gather in small groups and as a congregation to build 

relationships, experience community and explore living a more joyful, healthy, purposeful life.  
How can we defy gravity and break free from the culture of more? 

 

Drive by the Church on Thursday September 24, 6–7pm or Sunday September 27, 1–
3:00pm to pick up your Defying Gravity book and World Communion Sunday Kit 

World Communion Sunday is October 4. We have prepared kits for you to pick up containing some 
special supplies so that we can engage in Communion as a congregation in a special way. 

 

Get connected in one of the October Defying Gravity Groups! 
Defying Gravity Groups will be taking place the following days and times via Zoom: 
 

• Sundays at 9:45 am beginning October 4 – Facilitator: Kim Reynolds 

• Sundays at 6:30 pm beginning October 4 – Facilitators: Mike and Sharon McConnell 

• Sundays at 7:00 pm beginning October 4 – Facilitator: Mac McLaughlin 
     Note: Join us for Worship by Wire on Sunday mornings! 

• Mondays at 10:00 am beginning October 5 – Facilitator: Michael Krigline 

• Mondays at 6:30 pm beginning Oct. 12 – Facilitator: Ron Luikart 

• Tuesdays at 9:30 am beginning October 6 – Facilitator: Joanne Fox 

• Wednesdays at 6:30 pm beginning October 7 – Facilitators: Dan and Marci Griffith 

• Wednesdays at 7:00 pm beginning October 7 – Facilitator: Susan Baker 
      Note: Join us for Wednesday Night Live at 6:00 pm! 

• Thursdays at 10:00 am beginning October 8 – Facilitators: Pam Gable and Marty Largent 

• Thursdays at 6:00 pm beginning October 8 – Facilitator: Tom Strauch 

• Tues Oct.13, Wed Oct. 14, Tues Oct. 20, and Wed Oct. 21 at 10:00 am- Facilitator: Jan Baker 
 

Can’t find the group that will fit your schedule? Additional Groups can be added. Let us know your availability! 
 

 
 

Sign up for a Defying Gravity group by visiting our website 
myfaithunited.org, or Find Groups in Realm.  
Suggested donation for the Defying Gravity book is $11. 
 
Contact Kim Reynolds (reykim53@gmail.com), Pam Gable 
(pgable50@gmail.com). or Kathy Schmucker 
(kschmucker@faithumchurch.org) for more information. 
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