
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of November 29, 2020 
MARK 13:24-37 | ISAIAH 64:1-9 | PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 
Keep Awake! – Hope 
Those Who Dream Advent Week 1 
 

Psalm 126 opens with the line: “When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we 
were like those who dream.” What does it look like to live as those who dream? 
The prophets, the psalmists, John the Baptist, Mary, Elizabeth, Joseph, Simeon, 
Anna, the shepherds and the Magi—they were all dreamers. They received, 
discovered, and responded to God’s dreams for the world. In Advent,  we step into 
the mystery and awe of God’s dreams and pray they shape our reality.  

                                      Those Who Dream...Keep Awake 
Those who dream do not fall asleep to the realities of the world. God prompts us to 
pay attention to where God’s dreams for change and new life are emerging. In 

Advent, we remember that God’s ultimate dream is to be intimately connected to us—to come down and dwell among 
us. As we keep awake, we join Isaiah and the psalmist in pleading for restoration and for God to draw near. 
 
 

Questions for Reflection: 
• How can you keep awake and be alert during this season of Advent? 

• What does it look like to live as those who dream? Where do you see signs of God’s dreams for change and new 
life? 

• What is something you hope for yourself, your family, or world?  
 

Spiritual Practice: Advent Candle Lighting, First Week of Advent 
The tradition of lighting the candles on the Advent Wreath is a favorite element of worship that symbolizes the 
passage of the four weeks of Advent and the celebration of the Christ Child on Christmas Eve. Advent wreaths are 
usually circular representing God’s never-ending love. At Faith United we use 3 purple candles and 1 pink for the 
four weeks of Advent. The pink candle is lit on the third week as a symbol of joy. The white candle is the Christ 
Candle and will be lit on Christmas Eve. Some traditions use 4 blue candles and 1 white.  
 

The Advent Wreath is a tradition you can also use at home by making your own wreath! You can use garland, 
branches from you yard, clay or other art materials to form your wreath. Reading a scripture and reflection 
question can add to your personal or family devotion experience. 
 

Candle Lighting Liturgy | The Candle of Hope 
Written for two voices, this liturgy could be adapted for one or even three or four.  

A: I dream of sunflower fields. 
B: I dream of key lime pie with a mile-high meringue. 
A: I dream of the days when we could be part of a crowd. 
B: I dream of snow days. 
A: I dream of empty beds in jail cells. 
B: I dream of a world that will let kids be kids. 
A: I dream of full tables instead of empty bellies. 
B: I dream of schools with enough money to teach. 
A: I dream of parents with enough money to feed. 
-B: I dream to keep awake, because if we don’t dream of better days, then we 
might forget that this is not what God imagined. 
A: So today we light the candle of hope, for hope is the very thing that keeps 
dreams afloat. 
Light candle. 
B: May this light be an invitation to keep awake. 
A: May this light be our invitation to be Advent people—people who dream. 
Amen. 
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