
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of December 27, 2020 
LUKE 2:22-40 | ISAIAH 61:10-62:3 
The First Sunday after Christmas: Those Who Dream...Will Not Keep Silent 
 

Psalm 126 opens with the line: “When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like 
those who dream.” What does it look like to live as those who dream? The prophets, the 
psalmists, John the Baptist, Mary, Elizabeth, Joseph, Simeon, Anna, the shepherds and the 
Magi—they were all dreamers. They received, discovered, and responded to God’s dreams 
for the world. In Advent, we step into the mystery and awe of God’s dreams and pray they 
shape our reality. 
 

                                                                   Those Who Dream...Will Not Keep Silent 
God’s dreams are not for us alone. Simeon and Anna could not keep silent—they witnessed Jesus’ divine presence 
in the temple and were compelled to speak up. Like the prophet Isaiah, we will not keep silent and we will not rest 
until what has been sown will spring up as righteousness and peace in every nation (Is. 61:11-62:2). 
 

Questions for Reflection: 
• How is God calling you to speak of God’s dreams for this weary world? 

• What is one way love could reshape and recolor your life? 

• What spiritual disciplines and practices might help you deepen your faith and inspire you to tell others of the good 
news of Jesus? Note: Check out the January worship and study series, The Walk: Five Essential Practices for Christian 
Living. 

 

Spiritual Practice: Advent Candle Lighting, Lighting of the Christ Candle 
The tradition of lighting the candles on the Advent Wreath is a favorite element of worship that 
symbolizes the passage of the four weeks of Advent and the celebration of the Christ Child on 
Christmas Eve. Advent wreaths are usually circular representing God’s never-ending love. At Faith 
United we use 3 purple candles and 1 pink for the four weeks of Advent. The pink candle is lit on 
the third week as a symbol of joy. The white candle is the Christ Candle and will be lit on Christmas 
Eve. Some traditions use 4 blue candles and 1 white.  

 

The Advent Wreath is a tradition you can also use at home by making your own wreath! You can use garland, branches 
from you yard, clay or other art materials to form your wreath. Reading a scripture and responding to a reflection 
question with your thoughts, writing, or art can add to your personal or family devotion experience. 
 

Another idea is to imagine the room in your home where you spend most of your time as a giant Advent wreath. As you 
light the candles each week, place each candle in a different corner of your room. The Christ candle can then be placed 
in the center of your room on Christmas Eve. Imagine Immanuel, God With Us, 
surrounding you and your loved ones with hope, peace, joy and love as we celebrate 
the coming of Christ. 
 

Candle Lighting Liturgy | The Sunday After Christmas 
One: Here on the heels of Christmas,  
Many: We speak of love.   
One: We speak of joy.   
Many: We speak of candlelight and fireside.   
One: We speak of dreams being fulfilled.   
Many: We speak of “glorias” and angel choruses.   
One; We speak the words, “Do not be afraid.” 
Many: Here on the heels of Christmas, we are called to speak, for the world needs a light. 
One: A light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it.   
Many: Let us worship and listen. Then, let us speak. Amen. 
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