
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of December 6, 2020 
MARK 1:1-8 | ISAIAH 40:1-11 | PSALM 85:1-2, 8-13 
Prepare the Way – Peace, Those Who Dream Advent Week 2 
 

Psalm 126 opens with the line: “When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like 
those who dream.” What does it look like to live as those who dream? The prophets, the 
psalmists, John the Baptist, Mary, Elizabeth, Joseph, Simeon, Anna, the shepherds and the 
Magi—they were all dreamers. They received, discovered, and responded to God’s dreams 
for the world. In Advent, we step into the mystery and awe of God’s dreams and pray they 
shape our reality. 

                                      Those Who Dream...Prepare the Way 
John the Baptist calls the crowds into the journey of repentance and transformation. Similarly, we are called to 
prepare the way for God’s message of love and liberation to be shouted, heard, and received. Those who drea m 
make way for righteousness and peace to kiss, for faithfulness to spring up from the ground (Ps. 85:1 0-11). 
 

Questions for Reflection: 
• What does peace look like to you?  

• John the Baptist was a messenger preparing the way for Jesus. How is God calling you to be a messenger of peace and 
justice in the world today? 

• What can you do during this season of Advent and during the pandemic to prepare the way for God’s message of 
liberation and love to be made known in your community and in the world? 

• How can we make space for God to speak peace through us? How might you prepare the way for peace in the world? 
 

Spiritual Practice: Advent Candle Lighting, Second Week of Advent 
The tradition of lighting the candles on the Advent Wreath is a favorite element of worship that symbolizes the passage 
of the four weeks of Advent and the celebration of the Christ Child on Christmas Eve. Advent wreaths are usually circular 
representing God’s never-ending love. At Faith United we use 3 purple candles and 1 pink for the four weeks of Advent. 
The pink candle is lit on the third week as a symbol of joy. The white candle is the Christ Candle and will be lit on 
Christmas Eve. Some traditions use 4 blue candles and 1 white.  
 

The Advent Wreath is a tradition you can also use at home by making your own wreath! You can use garland, branches 
from you yard, clay or other art materials to form your wreath. Reading a scripture and responding to a reflection 
question with your thoughts, writing, or art can add to your personal or family devotion experience. 
 

Another idea is to imagine the room in your home where you spend most of your time as a giant Advent wreath. As you 
light the candles each week, place each candle in a different corner of your room. The Christ candle can then be placed 
in the center of your room on Christmas Eve. Imagine Immanuel, God With Us, surrounding you and your loved ones 
with hope, peace, joy and love as we celebrate the coming of Christ. 
 

Candle Lighting Liturgy | The Candle of Peace 
Written for two voices, this liturgy could be adapted for one or even three or four.  
A: I dream of the first pitch of opening season. 
B: I dream of a laundry day, where each sock finds its mate. 
A: I dream of family home for the holidays. 
B: I dream of good books and homemade meals. 
A: I dream of sunset drives with the windows down. 
B: These are beautiful dreams, but I also have urgent dreams. 
A: I dream of conversations across party lines. 
B: I dream of more bridges and less walls. 
A: I dream of more laughter and less fear. 
B: I dream of more listening and less tears. 
A: But most of all, I dream of peace like a river. 
B: Today we remember the candle of hope. Today we light the candle of peace. 
Light candles. 
B: May it remind us that there is another way. Amen.                                   Liturgy by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
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