
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of January 3, 2021 
MATTHEW 2:1-12 | ISAIAH 60:1-6 
Epiphany Sunday: Those Who Dream...Seek! 
 

Psalm 126 opens with the line: “When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like 
those who dream.” What does it look like to live as those who dream? The prophets, the 
psalmists, John the Baptist, Mary, Elizabeth, Joseph, Simeon, Anna, the shepherds and the 
Magi—they were all dreamers. They received, discovered, and responded to God’s dreams 
for the world. In Advent, we step into the mystery and awe of God’s dreams and pray they 
shape our reality. 
 

                                                                   Those Who Dream...Persevere 
On Epiphany, we celebrate how God’s love transverses cultural and geographical barriers to become good news 
for all people. We marvel at the persistence of God to shine the way for the Magi so that they might bear witness 
to the divine. We honor that the Magi trusted their dreams and returned home by another way. As we journey 
forward, we carry the dreams of our ancestors in faith. With courage and resilience, we dream on . 

 
Questions for Reflection: 
• What is your understanding of an epiphany? 

• Why did some, like the magi, experience epiphany and respond by 
wanting to honor the birth of Christ and others, like Herod, perceive the 
birth of Jesus as a threat? 

• What are you seeking? In what ways are you seeking the light in the 
darkness? 

• What is the difference between seeing the world through love and hope, 
rather than fear?  

 

Spiritual Practice: Star Words 
The use of star words is a prayer practice connected to Epiphany and the new year 
that has been growing in popularity in Protestant churches. A star word is a word of intention, rooted in the spiritual 
practices of the desert mothers and fathers who would seek a word to reflect on. Star words are a word to focus on or 
pray over that might help one listen more intently to what God is placing on your heart and calling you to dream and 
live. A star word can help us hear the Spirit whisper into our soul.  
 

Sanctified Art, creators of the Those Who Dream resources we have been 
using during Advent and Christmas has provided 150 different words for us to 
use. Because we can’t be in person for worship on this Epiphany Sunday, we 
can’t have a basket of words for you to choose from. Instead, I invite you to 
text (330-224-6138) or email me (kschmucker@faithumchurch.org) a number 
between 1-150. I will then respond with the word that corresponds to that 
number and include some suggestions for how you might use that word in 
your daily prayers as we begin a new year. 
 

Once you receive your word, spend some time in prayer reflecting on your 
word. Ask God to help you understand what this word may mean to you in 
this new year. Perhaps it is a quality you are being called to develop.  Perhaps 
it is something you are asked to give to another.  
 

In addition to choosing a star for yourself, you may also want to choose a star word to pray over your children or 
grandchildren. 
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