
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of February 21, 2021 
MARK 1:9-15 | GENESIS 9:8-17 
The First Sunday in Lent: Again & Again God Meets Us 
 

Again & Again A Lenten Refrain 
In Lent, we are reminded that again and again, suffering and brokenness find 
us. We doubt again, we lament again, we mess up again. Again and again, the 
story of Jesus on the cross repeats - every time lives are taken unjustly, every 
time the powerful choose corruption and violence, every time individuals 
forget how to love. With exacerbation we exclaim, "Again?! How long, O 
God?!" And yet, in the midst of the motion blur of chaos of our lives, God offers 
us a new way forward. Again and again.  
 

             Again & Again God Meets Us 
God meets Jesus at the water before he is tempted in the wilderness—this is 
important. First and foremost, God claims us. God meets us in the liminal space, at 
the water’s edge, at the threshold of something new, and names us Beloved. 
God’s covenant with all of creation reminds us that God meets us where we are—
in the midst of our reluctance, doubt, eagerness, or weariness—and proclaims we 
are good.                                                                                A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
 

Questions for Reflection: 
• How has God come to you, time and again, in your life? 

• “God meets us at the edge of things—in suffering, uncertainty, reluctance. God meets us at the edge and promises to 
stay with us, watching over us through the wilderness of our lives.” Where are the edges in your life right now and 
how is God meeting you there? 

• “Again and again, God meets us where we are, but doesn’t leave us there. We shift from sinking sand to solid 
ground, navel-gazing to community, personal pietism to justice for all, and away from behaviors, both personal and 
systemic, that frustrate God’s vision for the world.” – Rev.T Denise Anderson. When have you experienced growth 
after experience God meeting you where you are? 

• How will you carry the five Christian practices explored during The Walk series into this season of Lent? 
 

Spiritual Practice: Community Prayer Wall 
This Lent, we invite you to come to God in prayer again and again, weaving your 
prayers in with those of our larger community. Woven together, our prayers form the 
shape of an ampersand, an ancient symbol that, used here, represents God’s holy 
“and.” When we feel helpless and hopeless, God’s holy “and” encourages us to lift our 
weary eyes to search for more. In a culture overrun by extremes, either/or thinking, 
and polarizing politics, this holy & reminds us that we are always more—that there is 
always more. We are broken & beautiful. Joy & grief can coexist. Historical, systemic 
oppression persists & God is guiding us closer to liberation and wholeness.  
This Lent let us practice the power of "and"—especially when "again?!" feels like our 
never-ending cry of lament.  

Within the ampersand, our prayers are held together and transformed into beauty.  
Ribbons for writing your prayer to weave into our community prayer wall will be available in Faith United’s Lent Kits and 
at the prayer wall. Write your prayers with a permanent marker on one of the purple ribbons and bring it to Faith 
United’s outdoor prayer wall. Contact someone you know who won’t be able to bring their ribbon to the church and 
write their prayers for them and bring a ribbon to the prayer wall on their behalf.  
We invite you to bring your prayers to the wall again & again throughout the season of Lent. 
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