
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of March 28, 2021 
READ Psalm 118:1-3, 19-29 & John 12:1-19 

The Sixth Sunday in Lent, Palm/Passion Sunday: Again & Again We Draw On Courage 
 

 
Again & Again A Lenten Refrain 

In Lent, we are reminded that again and again, suffering and brokenness find us. We doubt again, we lament again, we 
mess up again. Again and again, the story of Jesus on the cross repeats - every time lives are taken unjustly, every time 
the powerful choose corruption and violence, every time individuals forget how to love. With exacerbation we exclaim, 
"Again?! How long, O God?!" And yet, in the midst of the motion blur of chaos of our lives, God offers us a new way 
forward. Again and again.  

                                        Again & Again We Draw on Courage 
On Palm Sunday, we remember that Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem was not a risk-free, palm party. It 
was a protest parade—a protest against those in power, a parade to prepare the way for a 
different kind of king. And this was all happening with plots to kill Lazarus (and Jesus) building in 
the background. We’re reminded that the crowds were brave to show up that day, and that Jesus 
drew on courage to face his journey to the cross. The root of courage is “cour,” meaning “heart.” 
Courage is deep within us; drawing on courage is both internal and external. We often find it when 
we most need it, when everything else has been stripped away.        A Sanctified Art LLC | sanct 

 
  

Questions for Reflection: 
• What message is Jesus signaling—to the empire, to his followers, and to the ones plotting to kill him? 

• Why does Jesus choose this public display? Why not avoid those plotting against him, entering Jerusalem quietly? 

• Considering the historical context of this text, our liturgical Hosannas are not simply shouts of praise—they 
are also theological assertions. Our Hosannas mark what we believe about God and how God shows up in 
our world. What are the many meanings of our Hallelujahs on this day? 

• How are you carrying the five Christian practices explored during The Walk series into this season of Lent and Easter? 
 
 

Spiritual Practice: Journey Through Holy Week 
Palm Sunday - Read Mark 11.  Jesus triumphantly enters Jerusalem riding on a donkey where he was greeted 
joyously by the crowd. 
Holy Monday - Read Matthew 21:12-13.  This day is traditionally remembered as the day when Jesus chased the 
money changers out of the Temple. 
Holy Tuesday - This day is remembered as the day that Jesus preached and taught in Jerusalem.  Look through 
the Gospel of Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John reflecting on some of Jesus’ teachings.  Read about the greatest 
commandments in Matthew 22:34-40. Show love to someone today. 
Holy Wednesday - Read Matthew 26:14.  Also known as Spy Wednesday, the day when Judas Iscariot agrees to 
betray Jesus. 
Maundy Thursday - Read John 13:3-9, Matthew 26:26-28, & John 13:34-35.  This day is also called Holy Thursday 
or Great Thursday.  The word Maundy comes from the Latin word for command, derived from Jesus mandate to 
love one another as He has loved us.  
This day celebrates the Last Supper Jesus had with the disciples. After washing the disciple’s feet, Jesus 
celebrated the Feast of the Passover, instituting the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  Afterwards, while praying 
in Gethsemane with his disciples, Jesus was arrested.  
Good Friday - Read John 19:16-18.  On this day we remember the crucifixion when Jesus died on the cross for 
our sins.   
Holy Saturday - Read Luke 23:50-56.  The day after Jesus died when his body lay buried in the tomb.  Because 
this day was the Sabbath, the women couldn’t go to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body until the next day. 
Easter Sunday - Read John 20.  This is the third day from the day when Jesus died.  The day that Mary 
Magdalene and Mary discovered that Jesus is alive! Filled with joy, they ran to tell others.  We are commissioned 
to do the same.  Christ the Lord is risen today!  Alleluia! 
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