
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of March 14, 2021 
READ John 3:14-21, Ephesians 2:1-10 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent: Again & Again God Loves Us First 
 

 
Again & Again A Lenten Refrain 

In Lent, we are reminded that again and again, suffering and brokenness find us. We doubt again, we lament again, we 
mess up again. Again and again, the story of Jesus on the cross repeats - every time lives are taken unjustly, every time 
the powerful choose corruption and violence, every time individuals forget how to love. With exacerbation we exclaim, 
"Again?! How long, O God?!" And yet, in the midst of the motion blur of chaos of our lives, God offers us a new way 
forward. Again and again.  

 

 
Again & Again God Loves Us First 

After inviting Nicodemus to be born anew, Jesus tells him in John 3 that God so loved 
the world that God sent his son to restore it. Therefore, when we read John 3:16, we 
remember that Jesus is speaking in metaphor and poetry. Ultimately, love is where God 
begins and ends. This love, like grace, is a gift we do nothing to deserve. Again and 
again, love is our refrain. Before we act, think, or believe, can love be first for us too?                                                    
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Questions for Reflection: 
• What associations or memories do you have related to John 3:16? In the past, perhaps when you first encountered 

this famous verse, what was the meaning you gleaned from it? What meaning do you glean from it now? 

• Nicodemus comes to Jesus in the night. What questions, longings, or wonderings stir you awake in the night? 

• Reread John 3:14-21. What do you feel is the most important message the world needs to hear from this passage? 

• How would you describe your belief in God? In Jesus? In what ways does your life reflect those beliefs? Or not?  

• In what ways does your calendar, your checkbook or spending habits reflect your beliefs? In what ways are there 
inconsistencies? 

• How might you begin everything we do, think, speak, or believe with love? 

• How are you carrying the five Christian practices explored during The Walk series into this season of Lent and Easter? 
 
 

Spiritual Practice: Community Prayer Wall 
This Lent, we invite you to come to God in prayer again and again, weaving your 
prayers in with those of our larger community. Woven together, our prayers form 
the shape of an ampersand, an ancient symbol that, used here, represents God’s 
holy “and.” When we feel helpless and hopeless, God’s holy “and” encourages us 
to lift our weary eyes to search for more. In a culture overrun by extremes, 
either/or thinking, and polarizing politics, this holy & reminds us that we are 
always more—that there is always more. We are broken & beautiful. Joy & grief 
can coexist. Historical, systemic oppression persists & God is guiding us closer to 
liberation and wholeness.  
 

This Lent let us practice the power of "and"—especially when "again?!" feels like 
our never-ending cry of lament. Within the ampersand, our prayers are held together and transformed into beauty.  
Ribbons for writing your prayer to weave into our community prayer wall will be available in Faith United’s Lent Kits and 
at the prayer wall. Write your prayers with a permanent marker on one of the purple ribbons and bring it to Faith 
United’s outdoor prayer wall. Contact someone you know who won’t be able to bring their ribbon to the church and 
write their prayers for them and bring a ribbon to the prayer wall on their behalf.     
We invite you to bring your prayers to the wall again & again throughout the season of Lent. 
 

300 NINTH STREET NW, NORTH CANTON, OHIO 44720, www.myfaithunited.org 

http://www.myfaithunited.org/

