
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of March 7, 2021 
READ JOHN 2:13-22, 1 CORINTHIANS 1: 18-25 
The Third Sunday in Lent: Again & Again We Are Shown the Way 
 

Again & Again A Lenten Refrain 
In Lent, we are reminded that again and again, suffering and brokenness find us. We doubt again, we lament again, we 
mess up again. Again and again, the story of Jesus on the cross repeats - every time lives are taken unjustly, every time 
the powerful choose corruption and violence, every time individuals forget how to love. With exacerbation we exclaim, 
"Again?! How long, O God?!" And yet, in the midst of the motion blur of chaos of our lives, God offers us a new way 
forward. Again and again.  

 

Again & Again We Are Shown the Way 
According to John, Jesus begins his ministry by showing more than telling. In the temple, Jesus 
disrupts and overturns the systems of corruption and profiteering taking place, but ultimately 
points us to the promise of restoration. Paul reminds 
the Corinthians (and us) that God’s wisdom is more expansive than we can imagine. We are 
shown the way, even if God’s way feels foolish, counter-cultural, disruptive, or uncomfortable.                                                                  
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                                                                                            Questions for Reflection: 
• In what ways do you remember God showing you the way? Who or what helps you find your way back to God? 

• The Akan principle of Sankofa holds that it’s not wrong to go back to get what you need to move forward. The Sankofa 
is a symbol, often depicting a mythical bird reaching back to retrieve an egg from its back, used by the Akan people of 
Ghana. It represents how the Akans seek to carry wisdom gleaned from the past into the future. Taking inventory of 
our life, where have we let other values encroach upon our spiritual identity? What everyday miracles and lessons do 
we need to revisit before we ask for new ones? Do we welcome the Savior’s authority, even if it upends everything 
around us? 

• In John 2, what exactly is Jesus revolting against? Is he protesting the fact that commerce is taking place within the 
temple, trying to keep that space sacred and pure? Is he protesting the context and manner in which the commerce 
is taking place—during the Passover when fellow Jews should be preparing for the feast, as a means to counterfeit 
the poor and the foreigner, as a way to increase profits for the Temple? Where do you see modern day examples of 
corrupt and abusive commerce? 

• Paul describes the way of the cross as “foolish.” How would you define this foolishness? God upends our value systems 
and norms, coming to us in unexpected ways. In what ways do you, like the Corinthians, and perhaps like the disciples 
(in John 2), desire wisdom and proof? Where do you allow the foolishness of the Spirit to show you the way? 

• How are you carrying the five Christian practices explored during The Walk series into this season of Lent and Easter? 
 

Spiritual Practice: Community Prayer Wall 
This Lent, we invite you to come to God in prayer again and again, weaving your prayers in with 
those of our larger community. Woven together, our prayers form the shape of an ampersand, 
an ancient symbol that, used here, represents God’s holy “and.” When we feel helpless and 
hopeless, God’s holy “and” encourages us to lift our weary eyes to search for more. In a culture 
overrun by extremes, either/or thinking, and polarizing politics, this holy & reminds us that we 
are always more—that there is always more. We are broken & beautiful. Joy & grief can coexist. 
Historical, systemic oppression persists & God is guiding us closer to liberation and wholeness.  
 

This Lent let us practice the power of "and"—especially when "again?!" feels like our never-
ending cry of lament. Within the ampersand, our prayers are held together and transformed 
into beauty.  
Ribbons for writing your prayer to weave into our community prayer wall will be available in 
Faith United’s Lent Kits and at the prayer wall. Write your prayers with a permanent marker 

on one of the purple ribbons and bring it to Faith United’s outdoor prayer wall. Contact someone you know who won’t 
be able to bring their ribbon to the church and write their prayers for them and bring a ribbon to the prayer wall on their 
behalf.    We invite you to bring your prayers to the wall again & again throughout the season of Lent. 
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