
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of April 4, 2021 
READ Isaiah 25:6-9 | Mark 16:1-8 
Easter Sunday: Again & Again Christ is Risen 
 

Again & Again A Lenten Refrain 
In Lent, we are reminded that again and again, suffering and brokenness find us. We doubt again, we lament again, we 
mess up again. Again and again, the story of Jesus on the cross repeats - every time lives are taken unjustly, every time 
the powerful choose corruption and violence, every time individuals forget how to love. With exacerbation we exclaim, 

"Again?! How long, O God?!" And yet, in the midst of the motion blur of chaos of our lives, God 
offers us a new way forward. Again and again.  

                                        Again & Again The Sun Rises, Christ is Risen 
According to Mark, on the first day of the week, the women rise with the sun and buy spices to 
anoint Jesus’ body. They are shocked to find the tomb empty, and leave in fear and terror. 
Mark’s resurrection story is less triumphant than the other Gospel testimonies (as scholars 
believe the remainder of Mark’s gospel was a later addition). In Mark’s version, we are 
reminded that Easter comes to us, again and again, even if we don’t know what to make of 
God’s resurrection ways. Again and again, the sun rises. And some days, that is enough. 
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 Questions for Reflection: 
• Scholars believe Mark 16:9-19 was a later addition. In telling the good news of Jesus, why would Mark end with verse 

8? What does this ending say about Mark’s understanding of the resurrection? 

• What does it mean for you that Easter comes to us, again and again, even if we don’t fully understand God’s 
resurrection ways? 

• Where do you see glimpses of renewal—places of resurrection that are both the “already and the not yet”? What 
feels held within the promise of resurrection? 

• How are you carrying the five Christian practices explored during The Walk series into this season of Easter? 
 

Spiritual Practice: Community Prayer Wall 
In Lent, we are reminded that again and again, suffering and brokenness find 
us. We doubt again, we lament again, we mess up again. Again and again, the 
story of Jesus on the cross repeats - every time lives are taken unjustly, every 
time the powerful choose corruption and violence, every time individuals forget 
how to love. With exacerbation we exclaim, "Again?! How long, O God?!" And 
yet, in the midst of the motion blur of chaos of our lives, God offers us a new 
way forward. Again and again. 
 

When we feel helpless and hopeless, God’s holy “and” encourages us to lift our 
weary eyes to search for more. In a culture overrun by extremes, either/or 
thinking, and polarizing politics, this holy & reminds us that we are always 

more—that there is always more. We are broken & beautiful. Joy & grief can coexist. Historical, systemic oppression 
persists & God is guiding us closer to liberation and wholeness. This Lent, let us practice the power of "and"—especially 
when "again?!" feels like our never-ending cry of lament. Within the ampersand, our prayers are held together and 
transformed into beauty. 
 

Visit the prayer wall on the lawn at Faith United to add your Easter prayers to the wall. 
Contemplate the prayers and concerns stirring in your heart. Use the marker in the container to write your 
prayers on a purple ribbon. Then weave your purple prayer ribbon into the prayers of others within the inside 
of the ampersand on the prayer wall.  
 

Contemplate the hope and dreams stirring in your heart and mind. Use the marker in the container to write 
your hopes and dreams on a yellow ribbon. Then weave your yellow prayer ribbon into the prayer wall in the 
space outside the ampersand. 
 

Again and again, God hears your prayers. God hears your cries. God knows you and sees you—fully.  
Thanks be to God. 
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