
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of May 30, 2021 
 

Spiritual Practice: I Am From Poem 
 

 



READ Genesis 4b-15, John 1:35-51 
I’ve Been Meaning to Ask Series Week 1 – Where Are You From? 
 

 

I’ve Been Meaning to Ask…A Series for Curiosity, Courage, and Connection 
In order to build connection and trust, we need to listen to each other’s stories and 
experiences to learn who and what has shaped us. We also need to feel seen and 
known for who we are. In this first week, we hope to affirm the particularity of our 
identities while also acknowledging our common ground. Formed from the dust 
and God’s very breath in the garden of Eden, we have a common home, a shared 
birthplace, and a collective calling: to sustain and care for all of creation. The story 
of Jesus calling the disciples provides a helpful charge for the whole series: to 
“come and see” what the journey holds. In this first week, we wish to address how 
the question, “Where are you from?” is sometimes coupled with assumptions, 
judgments, and even microaggressions—all of which can be exhausting and 
painful to receive. Our hope is to acknowledge, disrupt, and release the assumptions we hold about others. 
  

Questions for Reflection: 
...where are you from? We believe everyone is beloved, shaped from the dust of the earth and the breath 

of God. Everyone has a story to tell. Our stories are messy and beautiful, painful and hopeful—being 
written and rewritten over time. We commit to disrupting our assumptions and staying curious. 

• What’s your story? What makes you, you? Is there a story behind your 
name or nickname? 

• Where were you born? Where did you grow up? How many places have 
you lived or visited? Where’s home? How have those places influenced who you 
are today? What makes a place feel like home for you? 

• Who are the people and/or major life events that have shaped who you 
are and impacted your life? 

• What do you know about your family’s history? In what way does your 
story of origin hold pain? Hold promise?  

• What is your favorite childhood memory? What is your favorite family tradition? What tradition do you want 
to begin to pass along to those you love? 

• Describe some of your faith journey milestones. 

• As a family of faith, our creation story, found in Genesis, grounds us in goodness. It tells us the truth about 
who we are and it helps us belong to something bigger than ourselves. How does the story of origin impact 
your sense of identity? How does it impact how you see others? 

• In John 1 when Nathanael first hears about Jesus, he asks, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” When 
have you, like Nathanael, made a harmful assumption about a person or place? What assumptions do you 
need to disrupt?  

• In her artist statement for “Come and See,” Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman claims that each disciple in John 1 
has a glimpse of who Jesus is; together they form a patchwork understanding. She writes, “We need one 
another to discover the fullness of who Jesus is.” When has someone else granted you a fuller understanding 
of God? 

• Where is God calling you to “come and see”? In what ways are you cultivating deeper curiosity that grants 
a fuller understanding of others? 

Adapted from SANCTIFIED ART I'VE BEEN MEANING TO ASK SERMON PLANNING GUIDE 
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