
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of June 20, 2021 
READ Ruth 1:1-22 | Acts 10 
Week 4 I’ve Been Meaning to Ask…Where Do We Go From Here? 
 

I’ve Been Meaning to Ask…A Series for Curiosity, Courage, and Connection 
In order to build connection and trust, we need to listen to each other’s stories and 
experiences to learn who and what has shaped us. We also need to feel seen and known 
for who we are.  We believe everyone has needs, but each of us needs different things at 
different times. We believe God calls us to care for one another—in seasons of joy, 
transition, and hardship. We commit to listening and being present. 
  

Questions for Reflection: 
This final question is not meant to be the end of the journey; instead, it creates openness to 
explore together what is next. It is contextual, designed for individuals, families, churches, and communities to discern 

how to move forward into something new. While stepping into the next chapter, 
our hope is that we keep cultivating curiosity, asking questions, having 
conversations, and seeking connection in order to humanize and care for each 
other. Ultimately, this final question invites us to foster hope and imagination. 
After the loss of loved ones disrupts their lives, Ruth and Naomi create a new 
covenant with each other, choosing to be in a relationship across their religious, 
cultural, and generational divides. As women, they build power together in a 
system where they have little power. Cornelius, a pious Roman centurion, and 
Peter are brought together through visions they each receive. Peter and Cornelius 
meet face-to-face and Peter says: “I really am learning that God doesn’t show 
partiality to one group of people over another.” Through their courageous 
conversation, their narrow perceptions of others expand, the Spirit descends 
upon them, and they share in community and hospitality. 

• What is something you deeply long for? What is something you are really curious about? What is something you are 
looking forward to? 

• Who is someone in your life you would like to grow closer to or reconnect with? What might that growth or 
connection look like for you? 

• In many ways, the first chapter of Ruth encompasses all of the sub-themes in our series: 1) Where are you from? 
(Bethlehem/Moab); 2) Where does it hurt? (Mara: “it hurts everywhere;” Naomi’s identity has completely shifted); 
3) What do you need? (Naomi wants to be alone but Ruth won’t allow it); 4) Where do we go from here? (Ruth and 
Naomi leave the famine and arrive in Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest, symbolizing their new 
beginning). Looking back at this series, how has your faith community embodied these sub-themes? What does it 
look like for you to step into a new beginning together, acknowledging the scars and the wounds you carry? 

• Cornelius summons Peter simply to listen to him. He gathers an audience to amplify his message. He uses his 
privilege and power to extend radical hospitality to one he is forbidden to welcome. Without questioning or 
gatekeeping, Cornelius bows before Peter and simply asks him to share everything God has directed him to say. In 
your faith community, how can you practice such openness, hospitality, and humility? 

• Reread Acts 10:34, Peter declares: “I really am learning that God doesn’t show partiality to one group of people over 
another.” In what ways are you learning and practicing God’s inclusive love for all? 

• What’s something in your life, in the Church, or in the world that desperately needs to change? How do you want to 
be part of that change? 

• What is a dream you have for your faith community? In what ways would you like to see your community grow or 
shift? 

• As you navigate the changes and transitions within your community, what are the specific values guiding your 
decisions and actions? What are you prioritizing? What can you let go of in order to make room for something new? 

• How do we take with us what we’ve learned? How can we continue to be in conversation and relationship? What 
gives you hope? What gives you energy? What’s next? 
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