
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of March 27, 2022 
READ : 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 and Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Full to the Brim, An Expansive Lent Week 4: Prodigal Grace 
 

Lent is a six-week journey that takes us to Holy Week and Easter. It is a season for renewing our 
faith. This year, our Lent worship and devotional material focuses on the theme “Full to the Brim”. The 
scriptures in Lent overflow with images and narratives that remind us of God’s abundant love, grace, 
and forgiveness. The invitation is simply that we will receive this gift that is so great it cannot be 
contained. We are like vessels placed in a running stream. The cool, clear waters of God’s love fill us to 
the brim and wash over us. Our Lent theme invites us to explore abundant, expansive grace. The Bible 
is brimming with the gospel of grace and so during Lent we are invited into a full life, a radically 

different life. We are invited to be who we are, to counter scarcity and injustice, and to spread love lavishly. 
 

The word “prodigal” is commonly used to describe the son who squanders his inheritance. Yet, this parable invites us to 
consider how God’s grace is also prodigal—extravagant, lavish, illogical. This parable disrupts 
and expands our definitions of grace. Once again, grace is not earned. After wasting his 
resources, the younger son becomes destitute and returns home to his father, saying, “I am 
no longer worthy” (Luke 15:21). In response, his father welcomes him with a celebration and 
the fatted calf. The older son, in contrast, has done everything “right”—he’s tried to perform, 
work hard, check all the boxes—but he forgets how to celebrate. How might you receive and 
extend prodigal grace? 

Questions for Reflection: 
• What irks or challenges you about the story of the prodigal son? What comforts and surprises you? Now ask 

yourself why. What do your reactions tell you about your internalized beliefs about grace and worthiness? 

• Recall a time in your life when you have either received or given prodigal grace, grace that is lavish, illogical, and 
unearned. How did that experience change you? 

• In our Full to the Brim Daily Devotional Cards, the “Prodigal grace” week includes a card with the following prayer: 
“Holy God, help me remember that when it comes to the story of the prodigal son, I play all three roles. I can make 
the same mistakes, but I can also make the same gracious choices. Therefore, help me be like the prodigal son who 
was quick to apologize. Help me be like the older brother who aimed for righteousness, and help me be like the 
father who celebrated love at every turn. I can be all three. Amen.” In light of this perspective, reread the story 
noting what expansive grace can look like for each character. 

Adapted from SANCTIFIED ART FULL TO THE BRIM SERMON PLANNING GUIDE 
 

Spiritual Practice: Lent Photo-A-Day 
You will find a word on 
the Lent Photo-A-Day 
image that connects with 
our Lent theme, Full to 
the Brim. These words 
are inspired by the Daily 
Lenten Prayer 
Cards. Take or find a picture, 
scripture, song, or a poem that 
expresses this idea. You might also 
want to create your own image with 
paint, crayons, clay or other art and 
nature materials. You may also want 
to draw or doodle your word each day 
on the Lent Heart calendar provided 
by the author of Praying in Color.  
 

We invite you to share on social media and tag the Faith United:  #faithnorthcanton or #faithunited. 
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