
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of August 28, 2022 
READ: Matthew 22:34-40, 25:31-46 

                                     Faith Intersections Week 1: Faith and Relationships 

Faith Intersection is a worship series in which we will explore the important ways in 
which our faith in the triune God (Father, Son, Holy Spirit / Creator, Redeemer, 
Sustainer) as revealed in scripture and in history intersects five major areas of our day to 
day lives: relationships, world religions, science, politics, and economics. 
We begin the series exploring faith and relationships. 
 

Questions for Reflection: 
• What does the Greatest Commandment (Matthew 22:34-40) reveal about our relationship with God and others? 

• How is loving God related to loving people? 

• Why do you think Jesus emphasized loving God with our heart, soul, mind, and strength? 

• In the Matthew 25 passage, on what basis are people divided into sheep and goats? 

• What do these words from Matthew 25:40 reveal about relationships?  Then the king will reply to them, ‘I assure you 
that when you have done it for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it for me.’ 

• In which of the 6 areas mentioned in the Matthew 25 passage do you find yourself serving most naturally? Which 
areas are the most challenging for you? 

• What is one thing you can do this week to grow in faith and relationships? 
 
 
 

Spiritual Practice: Relationship Building with Back to School Prayers 
As the calendar turns to August and September, we are reminded that our community is going back to school. Stores 
offer back to school sales and families; teachers and students are busy preparing to return to the classroom. Some are 
grieving the end of summer and others are looking forward to new adventures. Some are anxious about what the school 
year may hold for them, and others are excited for new routines and new friends. 
 

Many churches, like Faith United, offer back to school blessings for students, families, 
educators and school leaders. Offering a special blessing, shows support and 
encouragement, and creates awareness at the beginning of the school year that shows 
children, youth and adults in our churches and communities that they are cared for, 
prayed for, and loved.  
 

Acknowledging and honoring the start of the school year is a milestone for children, 
youth, young adults, and adults who are learners, parents, caregivers, teachers, administrators, and support staff. These 
rituals also become a powerful reminder that God is with us in our everyday lives. Going back to school may look 
different today, but God’s promise to be with us always remains unchanged.  
 

Relationship building is vital to our church community. Pray about how this Back to School season in our community can 
inspire you to connect with students and educators in our congregation and community. 
Try one or more of the following relational spiritual practices: 

• Pray for students of all ages, educators, administrators, and staff. 

• Choose 5 children from our congregation and send them a card to let them know you are praying for them as they 
begin a new school year. 

• Choose 3 educators connected with Faith United and send them a card to let them know you are praying for them. 

• Send cards of encouragement, support, and prayer to local school buildings in your community. 

• Shower Faith Friends Learning Center staff with cards to let them know you appreciate their service to children in 
our community. 

• Contact Faith Friends Learning Center Director, Grace Berry, and ask how you can support FFLC staff and students 
with your prayers and service. 

• Contact a building principal in your local school district and ask how you can support their staff and students. 

• Volunteer in Faith United’s children’s and youth ministries and get to know our children and youth. 
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