
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of November 27, 2022 
READ: Matthew 1:1-17, Isaiah 2:1-5 

First Sunday of Advent: There’s Room for Every Story 
 

Our series begins with Matthew’s genealogy. In that long list of names, we 
remember the trauma and triumph of those who came before; each name holds a 
story and their story gives way to Christ’s story. God works through the unexpected 
people and stories of the past and present. When you zoom in, you may not be able 
to see how each character propels the story forward, but when you zoom out, you 
can see how each story is woven together into a larger tapestry. The Isaiah passage illustrates a convergence of 
opposing groups and identities coming together. Instead of the way of the past—of war—they learn a new way by 
transforming their weapons into gardening tools. What are the old paths that we’ve followed, and where must we 
diverge into a new way? 

Questions for Reflection: 
• What gives you hope? 

• In the brief podcast, “What’s the Point of Giving a Genealogy from Joseph’s Perspective?” the hosts try to 
answer why Matthew’s genealogy is traced through Joseph instead of through Mary’s lineage.  There are many 
guesses. In Jewish tradition, the legality of the royal throne passes through the paternal line. Tracing Christ’s 
lineage through Joseph connects Jesus to David (fulfilling the prophecies in Isaiah). Some say that this shows 
that adoption is just as legitimate as bloodline in biblical records. Why does 
Matthew begin Christ’s story with his ancestry? What is significant about how this 
ancestry is traced? How do you tell the beginning of your story? How do you tell the 
beginning of your church’s story? 

• Luke’s genealogy of Christ diverges from Matthew’s. In some ways, the record of 
Jesus’ family tree is like a tapestry of mismatched strings woven together. 
Theologically, how does the untidiness of Jesus’ lineage emphasize how God grafts 
family in different and unexpected ways? How might this create room for stories of 
blended families, families through adoption, or families who don’t know their 
ancestry? How does this create room for your story? 

• Matthew's genealogy includes 42 names, organized in 3 sets of 14: there were 14 
generations from Abraham to David, 14 generations from David to the Babylonian 
exile, and 14 generations from the exile to Jesus. The number 14 (twice of 7) could 
represent wholeness or completion, though it is important to note that many names 
(some evil kings and many of the matriarchs, in particular) are omitted from this list. 
As you read through the names, note the vastness of stories represented here—stories of trauma, triumph, 
hardship, and beauty. All of this complexity leads to Christ’s story. How does each person add to the tapestry of 
God’s story? 

• Isaiah’s prophecy paints a powerful illustration of regeneration—of weapons of war becoming plows that break 
up soil and shears that prune away dead branches. Within your life, church, or community, what needs to be 
unearthed or dug up? What needs to be pruned away? What steps are required for this work to take place? 
Where is God regenerating a new path forward?              
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Spiritual Practice – Advent Poetry Reflection 
 

Find a quiet place to sit and relax. Place your feet on the ground and place your hands palms down on your knees.  
Take a deep breath in and let it go. Repeat several times. 
Read the poem on the next page. Silently and out loud. 
Try to connect your breathing with the poem. Read the poem a few times and find a rhythm for the words and the 
breaths to come together. Allow yourself to be immersed in the imagery and to experience the poem in a broader way. 
What images come to your mind as you read? 
How might God be speaking to you through this poem? 
Journal your reflections or use art supplies to create a response to the poem. 

Figure 1Geneology of Christ by Lauren 
Wright Pittman 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A1-17%2C+Isaiah+2%3A1-5&version=NRSVUE


Room  
 
I asked God— 
what about my 
fingernail-biting habit 
or the way I leave all the cabinets 
open in the kitchen? 
 
What about the way I can be dramatic, 
drumming up a fight, only to 
hand out apologies like souvenirs? 
 
What about the way I second-guess myself, 
let shame drive, or stay quiet when I 
have something to say? 
 
What about the way I chase accomplishments 
like a dog with a bone? 
 
What about the doubt, or the fact 
that I’m terrible at prayer and 
cannot help but yawn during church? 
 
What about 
What about 
What about? 
 
My baggage might be too big for the van. 
 
But then 
God called me by my first and middle name, 
which always means business, 
and said: 
Who told you that you were too much? 
Sugar, there is so much room for you here. 
 
So that’s when I grabbed a seat 
and we hit the road 
and I knew right then 
that the rumors were true. 
 
There is room. 
There is room. 
There is room. 
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