
Worship Engagement and Devotion for week of March 19, 2023 
READ: John 9:1-7, John 9:8-17 

Seeking Lent 4: Who Sinned? 
 

When it comes to faith, sometimes there are bad questions—questions that are 
formed by assumptions, questions that lead us to judgment or isolation. When Jesus 
and the disciples encounter a blind man along the way, the disciples immediately ask, 
“Teacher, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" (John 9:2). They ask a bad question. Their 
question assumes that illness and disability are the result of sin; it assumes that the man deserved to be born blind; it 
assumes that physical blindness is a form of failure. Unfortunately, the crowd continues to interrogate the man and 
dissect the miracle of what happens to him. The crowd also asks bad questions because their intent is to drive him out 
and prove that Jesus is a heretic. This week, let us pay attention to the questions we ask. What assumptions do we 
carry? What is our intent? When seeking clarity or understanding, what are better questions we can ask? 
 

Questions for Reflection: 
• In her artist statement for Insight, Rev. Gwynn Garrity writes: “I wonder what this story would look like had better 

questions been asked. What if his neighbors had instead asked the blind man, ‘How do you feel?’ What if the man 
had asked the crowd, ‘What are you afraid of?’ What if the Pharisees had asked one another, ‘What if it’s time to 
change?’” Reimagine how this story could have gone had different questions been asked, with gentle curiosity and 
compassion leading the way. What are the better questions each person could have asked? 

• What are examples of some of the bad questions you’ve asked? What are better questions you can ask? 

• In John 9, the disciples make assumptions about the reason for a man’s blindness. What assumptions have you 
made about other people? How have you changed your mind? 

• What other assumptions might we hold? Is God really an angry guy in the sky looking for ways to punish people? 
What do we assume about the man holding a sign on the side of the road that reads "homeless, anything helps?" 
What assumptions do we make about people who enter the country illegally? What assumptions do we hold about 
those who are incarcerated? How can we challenge our assumptions and free ourselves from these kinds of 
theological errors?  

• The healed man is isolated from his community due to his faith in Jesus (John 9). Where and when has your faith 
felt like something that isolates you? When has it connected you? 

• Connecting sin with disease was something the disciples had to unlearn (John 9). What are you trying to unlearn? 

• Jesus heals a blind man who then professes his faith saying, “Lord, I believe” (John 9). What do you believe—about 
yourself, and about God? 

• The disciples seek answers and clarity from Jesus. What answers do you seek? 
 
 

Spiritual Practice: Reflection Prompts for 

the Lenten Journey 
Use the reflection prompts and question map as 
a guide for reflection during the season of Lent. 
 

Lent Resources 
 

Download this year’s Lent Devotion booklet, 
Seeking: Honest Questions for Deeper Faith 
here online.flippingbook.com/view/928029194/  
Download Lenten Daily Prayer Cards here 
https://files.constantcontact.com/d73583e7601/9fbe871d-03d5-40c7-b335-
72943f6a718a.pdf?rdr=true  

 

Limited print copies of the devotion booklets 
and prayer cards are available at the 

Information Display Board in the Gathering Area.  

Visit our website to learn more about Lent, Holy 
Week and Easter at Faith United. 
www.myfaithunited.org 
 

Adapted from Sanctified Art Seeking: Honest Questions for Deeper 
Faith 
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